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Oil Comments On... 





Effect of Steel Strike on Exports 


Approximately 20 million tons of steel 
production were lost during the steel 
strike. The effects will be felt for many 
months—not only by industry and the 
public but also by Government agencies 
involved in the distribution of steel. 
Meeting defense needs is of prime im- 
portance. To this end the National Pro- 
duction Authority and the Defense Pro- 
duction Administration have planned a 
series of actions in line with industry 
- recommendations. Briefly, the plan is: 


@ To put defense orders back on 
schedule at the earliest possible date 
by giving such deliveries preference 
over all others, 

@ To treat all other claimants exact- 
ly alike and endeavor to absorb the 
effects of .the strike over several quar- 
ters. 

@ To maintain the validity and rela- 
tive positions on production schedules 
of CMP orders placed and allotments 


authorized prior to the strike—with the 
exception of preference for military or- 
ders. 

A main concern of OIT~is that ex- 
port receives equitable treatment with 
domestic non-military users. OIT, to- 
gether with the Mutual Security Agency 
and the State Department, has been 
holding discussions with DPA and NPA 
in order to assure that licensed export 
orders will maintain delivery position 
along with other non-military allot- 
ments. 

For some time to come exporters 
must expect delays in steel deliveries 
and difficulties in placing orders. In ad- 
dition, the fourth- and first-quarter al- 
lotments will undoubtedly prove inade- 
quate to meet essential export needs. 
Export must share in the production 
losses caused by the strike, and OIT’s 
efforts will be directed toward making 
that share a fair but not excessive 
burden on the export trade. 


Export Supply Statistics 


The average daily intake of export 
license applications in July was approxi- 
mately 2,500—a total of more than 51,- 
000 for the month. Output during the 
month was somewhat more than 60,200. 
Thus OIT’s “working inventory” was 


decreased by approximately 6,500. 

Seventeen items removed from the 
Positive List, included several rubber 
items, unmanufactured wool, wool semi- 
manufactures, synthetic fibers, and hides 
and skins. No items were added. 


Strengthening OlT-Customs Relationship 


To permit closer and more effective 
working relationship between OIT and 
the Bureau of Customs in the operation 
of export controls, Customs has ap- 
pointed a liaison officer to OIT, and 
OIT is expected to name his counter- 
part in the very near future. 

In addition, an “Export Control Hand- 
book,” especially prepared for Customs 


use, will soon be distributed to Customs 
personnel as well as to Department of 
Commerce Field Offices and OIT offi- 
cials in Washington. This booklet has 
been designed primarily as a ready 
reference to assist Customs officers in 
the administration of export control 
regulations and as a training manual 
for new employees in customs houses. 


Field Office Amendment Authority 


More than a year ago OIT extended 
service to the export trade by authoriz- 
ing certain Department of Commerce 
Field Offices to act autonomously on 
specified types of export license amend- 
ment requests. Previously such author- 
ity had been delegated only to the New 
York Regional Office. Thus many ex- 
porters seeking extensions of validity 
dates of expiring licenses, or those 
whose requests for amendment fell 


within stipulated categories, could save 
time and effort by applying for such 
amendments locally. 

Favorable comments from both the 
Field Offices and the trade demon- 
strated that extension of the procedure 
would be justified. Accordingly, OIT 
has: (1) extended the arrangement to 
two. additional field offices—Mobile, 
Ala., and Savannah, Ga.; (2) included 
within the area of the operation the 
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entire customs district in which a pare 


ticular field office 


is located rather 


than the city of the field office; (3) 


applied the procedure to mail shipments 
within each affected customs district; 


and (4) 


enlarged the categories of 


amendment requests on which a desig- 
nated field office could take action. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Argentina Takes Measures 
To Retard Inflation 


Reduction in Argentina’s public works expenditures and curtail- 
ment of industrial credit in the second quarter of this year counter- 
acted to some extent the momentum of inflationary forces prevailing 
during recent years. These measures implemented the 1952 Economic 


Plan announced last January. 

Total currency in circulation con- 
tinued to rise in both the first and sec- 
ond quarters of 1952. However, the rate 
of expansion was somewhat less than 
that of last year. The monetary supply 
on June 30 was 17.2 billion pesos and 
on March 31, 17.7 billion pesos, sorne 
15 percent higher than a year eariier. 

The demand for bank credit increased 
with higher requirements of industrial 
and commercial concerns for working 
capital as their outlays became greater 
for materials, wage payments, and 
taxes. Demand for credit was also inten- 
sified by widespread opportunity for 
quick profits characteristically present 
under inflationary conditions. 

The Central Bank allowed an increase 
in the aggregate amount of the loans 
that banks can have outstanding, but 
these authorizations did not keep up 
with the demand, even with higher rates 
of interest. The metal trades, which held 
up well at the beginning of the quarter, 
suffered a serious setback by the end 
of May blamed principally upon credit 
stringency. 


Low Imports Cut Industrial Output 


Imports of machinery and raw mate- 
rials were on the decline and were fac- 
tors in the decline of industrial produc- 
tion. The decline was also affected by 
lack of fuel imports which resulted in 
an electric-power shortage. Building 
materials industries were heavily hit 
by the radical curtailment in public 
construction, and food processing indus- 
tries were restricted by the increasing 
shortages of primary production. 

On the other hand, decreasing indus- 
trial production accompanied by indus- 
try-wide 20 percent average wage-in- 
creases contributed to the inflationary 
forces. Steep advances in the cost of 
living overshadowed the wage increases 
and resulted in some slackening in con- 
sumer demand, seriously affecting, 
among others, the textile and clothing 
industries, 


Rains Improve Agricultural Outiook 

Corn, the latest of Argentina’s 1951- 
52 crops, was harvested during the 
quarter, Production was severely af- 
fected by the drought, and was esti- 
mated privately at only 2,700,000 metric 
tons, the same as last year’s harvest. 
New records, however, were set in the 
specialty crops of cotton and rice, with 


each being estimated at 150,000 tons. 
Most small-grain harvests were low be- 
cause of the earlier drought. 


The drought broke in mid-May, and 
the heavy rains that followed placed 
the soil in good condition for plowing 
and seeding. The area planted in wheat 
for the next crop year is expected to 
exceed that of the past year by at least 
20 percent, and yield at approximately 
the 1950-51 level, or 5,800,000 tons. 
Flaxseed, rye, barley and oats produc- 
tion also should be materially larger 
than the preceding crop. 

As a result of the rains in May and 
June there was a general optimism that 
the remainder of the year couid he 
passed without major repercussions 
since economic recovery hinges on fa- 
vorable weather and good crop yields. 
It is realized, of course, that except for 
the psychological improvement, the last 
half of the year is still likely to be a 
more difficult period than the first 
half, pending the harvesting of the new 
crops in December. 

Considerable progress was made to- 
ward improving agricultural production, 
and much publicity was given to the 
Government’s desire for increased plant- 
ings in 1952-53 under the 1952 Economic 
Plan. Besides making more liberal 
credit available to growers, the Gov- 
ernment announced its intention to in- 
crease its official purchase prices to 
offset rising costs of transportation and 
supplies to producers. 


Foreign Trade Activity Slow 


In the absence of official foreign trade 
figures, it is estimated that exports 
declined to an exceedingly iow level in 
the period under review. Tradinz in the 
country’s basic commodities was the 
smallest in Argentina’s modern history, 
reflecting the poor 1951-52 harvests. 
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Despite the numerous conservation 
measures including the use of millet 
as an extender, the wheat shortege tor 
domestic consumption was estiinated at 
approximately 700,000 tons malring it 
necessary for Argentina tu negotiate 
for imports of United States wheat 
through a barter arrangement for corn 
with pivate grain companies. 

The exceptional importance oj a good 
agricultural year in 1952-53 became in- 
creasingly clear. The only visible sourcé 
of any considerable amount of foreign 
exchange for the remainder of the year 
is wool, but exports of this commodity 
wore down to a value of $5,000,000 a 
month despite a steadying of interna- 
tional wool prices. To accelerate meat 
exports under the British contract of 
200,000 tons, originally scheduled to be 
completed April 23, 1952, internal con- 
sumption quotas were reduced and 
meatless days established. Except for 
oilseed cakes and meal, of which a con- 
siderable quantity was still on hand, 
there was practically no cargo avail- 
able to outward-bound vessels, and it 
appears that available exchange for the 
purchase of necessary industrial imports 
will become scarcer as the year pro- 
gresses, 

Imports were still arriving at an 
amount estimated only moderately low- 
er than the first quarter, even though 
the issuance of import exchange per- 
mits during 1952 was restricted to the 
most urgent necessities. These imports 
represented shipments of ord>'s placed 
for the most pirt under last year’s itmn- 
port exchange perrnits. Argentina con- 
tinued actively or. its bilateral trade 
program, signing agreements with 
Chile, Japan, and Italy, and negotiating 
with Iran, Brazil, and Switzerland. 


Belgium To Promote 
Exports to U. S. 


The Belgian Government has ap- 
proved in principle the establishment 
of a fund of about $2,000,000 to help 
finance market research and sales pro- 
motion of Belgian products in the Amer- 
ican market. 

A Belgian Foreign Office official, fur- 
thermore, has advanced a proposal to 
establish in the United States a private 
nonprofit organization which would di- 
rect market research, sales manage- 
ment, promotion, and advertising for 
Belgium exporters subscribing to it but 
would leave actual transactions to in- 
dividual exporters. 

To assure Belgian products wider 
acceptance, the Belgian official favors 
the creation of a Belgian Craftsman So- 
ciety composed of reputable business 
leaders who would supervise the qual- 
ity of export products. As a guarantee 
of high, uniform standards of work- 
manship export products would carry 
a “Belgian Quality Product” label, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Belgian Government Offers 
Incentives to Industrial Growth 


As an incentive to industrial expan- 
sion the Belgian Government has sub- 
mitted to Parliament a program of tax 
concessions and liberal amortization 
provisions for new industries or plants 
established in regions of structural un- 
employment. The creation of a new in- 
vestment financing agency is also under 
consideration, 

Belgian industrial activity declined 
from 138.6 in May to 136.8 in June, ac- 
cording to the preliminary AGEFI 
unofficial index. (1936-38=100.) The 
slack in many consumer goods indus- 
tries continued, and the leveling off of 
steel production begun in May continued 
through June. The decline in orders for 
steel was accentuated as a result of 
rumored future prices decreases by 
Belgian mills. Coal production dropped 
from 2,617,074 metric tons to about 
2,320,000 tons. Paper production de- 
clined steadily during the first half of 
1952 as a result of increased world 
supplies and stronger competition from 
the Netherlands paper industry. 

The seasonal upward trend in the 
construction industry, first apparent in 
March, continued. Cement production 
also increased. A slight improvement in 
the manufacture of cotton textiles oc- 
curred in June. 

Although unemployment has declined 
considerably from the midwinter high, 
the rate of decline has been much less 
than in preceding years. Unemploy- 
ment remained practically stationary in 
June. The number of all unemployed 
averaged 231,000; at the end of June 
160,622 were totally unemployed. There 
has been a marked increase in unem- 
ployment in Brussels as well as the 
Flemish Provinces. 

As part of the efforts to stimulate 
economic activity, restrictive measures 
on exports to EPU countries were re- 
laxed on June 1, 1952. The export tax 
on such exports was reduced and the 
rediscount rate on certificates repre- 
senting withheld Belgian-frane proceeds 
from exports to the EPU area was 
lowered from 5% to 3% percent. 

Foreign Trade Declines 

Foreign trade decreased somewhat in 
June. Exports declined from 10,704,000,- 
000 Belgian francs in May, when they 
exceeded April figures by about 500,000,- 
000 francs, to 9,634,000,000 francs in 
June. (1 franc=$0.02.) This decline was 
largely in exports of metals and metal 
manufactures. 

Imports declined from 10,428,000,000 
francs in April to 9,982,000,000 francs 
in May as a result of a reduction in 
purchases of textile raw materials. 

BLEU exports to the United States 
in April covered 42.5 percent of imports 
from that country, as compared with 
35.9 and 36.5 percent in February and 
March, 
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BLEU’s surplus with the European 
Payments Union for June amounted to 
$22,000,000, as compared with $16,800,- 
000 in April and $17,500,000 in May. 

On June 7, OEEC reached an agree- 
ment designed to settle Belgium’s cumu- 
lative creditor position in the Union. The 
Belgian credit of $223,000,000 in excess 
of its original quota is to be financed as 
follows: The original Belgian quota to 
be increased by $43,000,000, Belgium to 
receive from EPU a cash payment of 
$80,000,000 on July 1, 1952; France and 
the United Kingdom to make deliveries 
worth $50,000,000 to Belgium, for its 
defense effort, and the remainder of 
$50,000,000 to be repaid to Belgium by 
EPU over a 5-year period. 


Belgium, in turn, is prepared to 
extend a maximum of $250,000,000 in 
new. credits to the Union during the 
fiscal year 1953. 


Arab League Schedules 
December Conference 


The Arab League has issued invita- 
tions to its member countries—Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, and Yemen—to attend an eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo during De- 
cember. 


The topics on the proposed agenda 
are reported to be as follows: 

(1) Relaxation of commercial ex- 
change restrictions including reductions 
in customs dues, facilitating formalities 
for participating countries’ products, ex- 
tending the conclusion of trade and 
payments agreements, and expanding 
commercial representation; 


(2) Exchange of technical aid be- 
tween member countries with prefer- 
ence being given to their exports; 

(3) Encouragement of the creation of 
financial and economic establishments 
in member countries, which aim at the 
development of their economic resources 
and trade exchanges; 

(4) Drawing up and publishing regu- 
lar economic and social statistics on 
unified basis in keeping with approved 
international systems; 

(5) Creation of a regional payments 
union to regulate paymentS procedures 
and facilitate them within the region; 

(6) Creation of a permanent regional 
organization concerned with economic 
and financial affairs affecting the area. 


PRODUCTION of cellulose (wood) 
pulp in Yugoslavia increased during 
1951 to 31,452 tons, as compared with 
26,522 tons in 1950. Paper and card- 
board output registered a decline to 
55,782 tons from the 1950 total of 
57,067 tons, 





|.D.A.B. To Meet in 


San Francisco 


The first in a series of meetings 
of the International Development 
Advisory Board outside of the 
Nation’s Capital will be held in 
San Francisco September 24-25, 
under sponsorship of the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce. 


The purpose will be to outline 
the Point IV program to repre- 
sentatives of business and to ex- 
plain the Board’s desire to inte- 
grate the support cf private enter- 
prise. 

The local meeting of the 
I.D.A.B. will be sponsored by the 
San Francisco Chamber of Com- 
merce and its World Trade Asso- 
ciation, the World Affairs Coun- 
cil of Northern California, and the 
Propeller Club of the Port of San 
Francisco. 

Eric Johnston, I.D.A.B. Chair- 
man, will address a public lunch- 
eon on September 24 that will sig- 
nal the start of a series of ses- 
sions with local business repre- 
sentatives scheduled to continue 
through the 25th. 

The two principal governmental 
agencies cooperating with the 
Board in staging the San Fran- 
cisco meeting are the Department 
of State’s Technical Cooperation 
Administration, responsible for 
the over-all administration of the 
Point IV program, and the De- 
partment of Commerce, one of the 
agencies working with the TCA 
in program elements which in- 
volve private enterprise. 











Portugal Operating New 
Hydroelectric Substation 


Companhia Nacional de Electricidade 
officially inaugurated its hydroelectric 
substation at Sacavem, near Lisbon, on 
July 12. The CNE is Portugal’s major 
company for transmitting power from 
hydroelectric producers to distributors 
in consumption centers. 


Actually, the substation at Sacavam 
has been operating for about a year; 
thus the inauguration ceremonies on 
July 12 were for the substation at Setu- 
bal which has just been completed. 


Power is now transmitted from the 
hydroelectric dam at Castelo do Bode 
through Sacavem to Setubal. The ther- 
mal plant which has been supplying the 
Setubal district in the past will soon be 
placed on a standby basis for emer- 
gency use only, permitting a substantial 
reduction in expenditures of foreign ex- 
change for coal imports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


ot 


— 


5 


—7 








de 
eT- 


er= 
jal 
X= 


kly 





Arms Cut To 


Help Balance 


U.K.'s Overseas Payments 


The British Chancellor of_the Exchequer has forecast that the 
United Kingdom could expect to balance its overseas payments account 
in the second half of 1952 without undertaking any major changes in 
domestic or foreign trade policy other than the slow-down in the defense 
program which was detailed by Mr. Churchill on July 30. 


It is anticipated that during the lat- 
ter half of this year a United Kingdom 
deficit with the nonsterling world of 
approximately $320,000,000 will be bal- 
anced by receipts of American aid, and 
that Britain presumably will continue 
to run a small surplus with the over- 
seas sterling area. 


Imports To Be Further Reduced 


The Chancellor indicated that as a 
result of measures taken last November, 
January, and March to cut British im- 
ports, and as a result of current tighten- 
ing in the application of these cuts, 
British imports, which were at an an- 
nual rate of $11,900,000,000 in the third 
quarter of 1951 and $10,400,000,000 in 
the second quarter of this year are 
expected to fall to an annual rate of 
between $9,000,000,000 and $9,500,000,- 
000 in the second half of 1952. 


It is expected that imports of un- 
rationed foods will be 25 percent less 
during the second half of 1952 than they 
were in the second half of 1951; imports 
of pulp and paper, 50 percent less; im- 
ports of manufactured goods other than 
machinery and defense supplies, about 
40 percent less, 

The Board of Trade has also an- 
nounced that imports of tobacco from 
the United States will be less than half 
the value of imports during the latter 
half of 1951. American tobacco growers 
are reported to have anticipated the 
extent of the latter decline in view of 
the substantial tobacco stocks accumu- 
lated by the United Kingdom following 
last year’s heavy purchases. 


Increase in Exports Necessary 


Renewed efforts will be made to in- 
crease the level of exports, which have 
been lagging since the second quarter 
of this year. Although improvement is 
to be expected from increased coal ship- 
ments to Western Europe and from 
sales of British defense equipment 





Swiss Unemployment Low 


The Swiss employment situation re- 
Mained favorable in June as unem- 
ployment declined to 1,417—a new low 
for 1952, Demand was especially great 
for help in the hotels and in the con- 
Struction industry. 

New construction begun in June was 
4 percent higher than in the correspond- 
ing period of last year. 
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abroad which will arise from the 
United States offshore procurement pro- 
gram and from armament sales ne- 
gotiated with other nonsterling coun- 
tries, the burden of Britain’s export 
drives must still be carried by the 
metals and engineering industries. 


The extent to which the “new pat- 
tern” of the rearmament program will 
reduce the demands of defense on the 
engineering industries and the degree 
to which these industries will be able to 
convert freed resources to export pro- 
duction has not been made clear. 





Higher Capital Set for 
Jordan Development Bank 


A recent agreement was reached be- 
tween the Jordan Government and 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East to amend the Constitution 
of the Jordan Development Bank in 
order to provide for an increase in au- 
thorized capital from JD500,000 to 
JD700,000 (1 Jordan dinar=$2.80.) The 
membership of the Board of Directors 
will be increased from five to seven. 


Although the Bank was formed prin- 
elpally to make loans to refugees and to 
assist in refugee resettlement, its policy 
of requiring collateral before a loan was 
granted made it impossible to help the 
very people it was formed to assist. One 
of the conditions involved in the in- 
crease of capital is that property col- 
lateral will no longer be required if the 
applicant is of good character, the 
amount of the loan reasonable, and the 
project for which it is requested bene- 
ficial to refugee reintegration. 


The additional capital and easier loan 
conditions are part of the intensified 
efforts of Jordan to do something about 
the refugees and the economic develop- 
ment of the country. By increasing the 
Bank’s capital and making it available 
to reputable refugees and others inter- 
ested in refugee resettlement, funds will 
reach a wider segment of the population 
than the major development projects of 
the British Loan or Point IV. Opera- 
tions of the Bank should help to fill the 
gap until the major benefits of Point IV 
can be felt, 
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Ecuadoran Exports Gain; 
Bananas Top Cacao 


Ecuadorean exports in the first half 
of 1952 were valued at $30,100,890, a 
gain of $3,095,954 over the first 6 
months of 1951. 

Bananas accounted for approximately 
one-third of the 1952 figure and this 
year for the first time may replace 
cacao as Ecuador’s most valuable ex- 
port. 

Total exports for the year may reach 
$70,000,000. Coffee shipments usually 
are heavier the last part of the year, 
and this year a bumper crop is ex- 
pected. 

Exports of selected commodities in 
the first half of 1951 and 1952 were as 
follows: 





Commodity ist half 195t 1st half 1952 
Bananas : $10,409,561 
Cacao 3, ,539,677 
Coffee 24, 3,560,983 
Rice _........ sib 36, 3,111,542 
a. 1,971,845 1,106,443 
Balsa wood ........ 651,292 483,015 
Crude petroleum ., 576,004 367.350 
Shelled castor 

Fi eh OE: 253,069 $62,241 
Shelled ivory 

ID sich breine 297,094 165,672 
Scrap iron .......... axeeen 84,783 
Hides and skins .. 78,238 54,573 
fe ee eee 21,567 47,724 
Lead 

Sompemtietes. an im 43,618 
Mangrove 

Wee * Sie 17,082 35,752 
I cscaicince tain 231,413 31,214 
OE oA 13,569 30,565 
Al othe? . ick. 538,070 666,177 





German Export Surplus 
Holds; Output Up 


Exports from the Federal Republic 
of Germany exceeded imports by $63,- 
000,000 in June, the third consecutive 
month in which an export surplus has 
been registered. June exports totaled 
$329,000,000, down from $337,000,000 in 
May. June imports fell to $266,000,000, 
compared with $279,000,000 in May. 

The index of industrial production 
was 144 in June, a 2-percent rise over 
the May figure (1936=100). With out- 
put at relatively high levels and some 
heavy industries close to full utilization 
of capacity, a spectacular expansion 
in output comparable to that registered 
between the currency reform of 1948 
and the boom immediately following 
the outbreak of the Korean War can 
no longer be expected. Furthermore, 
consumer industries, many of which 
are operating well below capacity, are 
handicapped by lack of demand. 

After a half year of stability prices 
started to edge up in May. As a result 
of increases in the ceiling prices of coal 
and steel the index of basic material 
prices rose by almost 2 percent in that 
month. Prices of wool, rubber, hides, 
and pulp fell but did not offset the in- 
creases in coal and steel. Prices of tex- 
tiles and clothing continued down. The 
retail-price index for clothing as of May 
was only 5 percent above pre-Korean 
levels. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Philippines Seek Relief From 
Restricted Cash Situation 


Complaints of the tight cash situation continued in the Philippine 
business community through late July, and decreases were anticipated 
in returns from sugar and copra exports in the second half of 1952. 

Restrictive credit policies of the Central Bank, were continued. The 
dollar allocation for imports for the second half of the year was reduced 


to $160,000,000, compared with $190,- 
000,000 made available in the first half. 


Businessmen were following closely 
the Government-conducted hearings to 


determine whether or not the mining 
and lumber industries should be allowed 
a 6-month postponement in adopting 
the minimum daily wage of 4 pesos for 
nonurban industrial workers scheduled 
to become effective August 4 under pro- 
visions of the Minimum Wage Law. If 
added to existing taxes and declining 
prices, it was believed that the new 
wage level would cause serious curtail- 
ment in mining operations. 


Industries Encouraged 


In order to protect existing local in- 
dustries and to foster the development 
of new ones, the Government continued 
to devise means of conserving dollar re- 
sources. Prominent officials, in advocat- 
ing revision of the free-trade provisions 
of the Philippine Trade Act of 1946, 
stressed the need for tariffs on imports 
that are nonessential or that can be 
produced locally. Such protection to 
domestic manufacturing, it was argued, 
would increase revenues as well as con- 
serve dollars. 


Also to encourage the growth of local 
industry, the Mutual Security Agency 
and the Philippine Council for United 
States Aid agreed to open a special ac- 
count in the Central Bank for the pur- 
pose of guaranteeing up to 80 percent 
of eligible loans by private and Govern- 
ment financial institutions to manufac- 
turing, mining, and other industrial en- 
terprises. 

A part of the fund would be available 
to purchase certain securities, if the 
proceeds were intended for purposes of 
economic development in the Philip- 
pines. The initial deposit of 10,000,000 
pesos in the special account was ob- 
tained from the counterpart fund es- 
tablished in accordance with the aid 
agreement entered into by the United 
States and the Philippines in 1951. 


Agriculture Prices Decline 

Prices for leading export crops 
showed no improvement in July. Export 
sugar on July 20 averaged 15 pesos per 
picul (139 pounds), a slight drop from 
the 15.10 pesos quoted on June 20. 
Copra prices on the same date averaged 
19 pesos per 100 kilograms (220 
pounds) compared with 24 pesos a 
month earlier. Davao J-1 grade of abaca 
was quoted at 41.50 pesos per half bale 
(139 pounds), representing a decline of 


6 


25 centavos. (1 peso of 100 centavos= 
US$0.50.) 


Exports of sugar for the first 4 
months of 1952 were valued at 66.7 mil- 


lion pesos. The sugar grinding season 
being nearly at an end in July, produc- 
tion for the 1951-52 crop year was es- 
timated at 1,050,000 short tons, or ap- 
proximately 10 percent above the pre- 
ceding crop. 


Tobacco Production Declines 


The estimate for 1952 tobacco produc- 
tion was reduced to only 27,000 metric 
tons, in contrast to 32,000 tons pre- 
viously forecast. The chief cause of the 
anticipated decline was traced to un- 
favorable weather conditions in the 
Cagayan Valley and to an oversupply of 
filler tobacco in the country, as well as 
to falling prices. Following the general 
trend in export markets, prices of Isa- 
bela leaf tobacco averaged only 80.17 
pesos per bale (253.5 pounds) during 
the first 6 months of 1952, compared 
with an average per bale of 112.23 pesos 
in the full year 1951 and 142.30 pesos 
in 1950. 


Efforts to contract for imports of 
approximately 140,000 tons of rice in 
order to avert an expected shortage 
were only about 40 percent successful 
by late July. Responsible officials had 
decided, however, that a critical short- 
age was unlikely. This opinion was 
borne out by the trend in rice pricés. 
The price of 24.80 pesos per cavan (123 
pounds) for Macan second-grade cleared 
rice in late July was practically the 
same as it was a month earlier. 


Import Trade Balance Heavy 


In the first 4 months of 1952 total 
imports into the Philippines were valued 
at 353.4 million pesos and exports at 
250.3 million pesos, according to pre- 
liminary returns released by the Bureau 
of Census and Statistics. The excess of 
imports thus amounted to 103.1 million 
pesos. 

In the corresponding period in 1951, 
Philippine exports, valued at 339.4 mil- 
lion pesos, exceeded the import trade 
by 97.5 million pesos. Imports from the 
United States increased from 71 per- 
cent of the total import trade in the 
first 4 months of 1951 to 74 percent of 
the total in January-April 1952. 

The share of the United States in 
Philippine export trade, on the other 
hand, decreased from 70 to 64 percent 
in the respective periods, 


Panama Strives To 
Ease Financial Strain 


Panama’s Cabinet members have 
been asked to authorize only essential 
expenditures from any fund allocations 
already overdrawn in an effort to bet- 
ter the Government’s fiscal situation 
and to facilitate paying its short-term 
public debt of some $8,000,000, 

The Cabinet also approved a plan 
submitted by a large United States 
banking institution for liquidating the 
approximately $3,000,000 which remains 
in Panama’s “Constitutional Fund” and 
is held in trust in the United States. 
This entails the sale, subject’ to ap- 
proval of the Ministry of Finance and 
Treasury, of 8 properties and 56 mert- 
gages held by Panama in the city of 
New York, The fund was created by a 
$10,000,000 compensation grant which 
Panama received from the United 
States at the signing of the 1903 United 
States-Panama Treaty. 


Commission Reports on Reorganization 


President-elect Remon’s Commission 
for the Study of .a Program of Govern- 
ment and Administration has reported 
on two plans under consideration for 
Governmental reform and economy. The 
first deals with Government administra- 
tion and forecasts an eventual reorgan- 
ization of the Government by eliminat- 
ing overlapping agencies and unneces- 
Sary personnel. The second concerns 
long-range economic development and 
recommended agricultural development 
through the creation of an autonomous 
development institute to invest $20,000,- 
000 in 4 years. 

This Commission, composed of 13 
industralists, businessmen, and Govern- 
ment officials, was appointed by the 
President-elect late in June to aid in 


— a program for his administra- 
ion, 


Increased Demand for 
German Consumer Goods 


The “index of new orders received” 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 
climbed to 150 in May, as compared 
with 146 in the preceding month, 
(1949 = 100.) 

Orders received by the consumer 
goods industries increased by 6 percent, 
Volume of new orders was 25 percent 
greater than that recorded in May 1951, 
when the demand for consumer goods 
reached its low point. Orders for tex- 
tiles rose 12 percent, a reflection of the 
increase in demand for woven goods. 
May leather orders were 34 percent 
larger than those received in the same 
month of 1951. 

Order received by the investment 
goods industries rose 3 percent over the 
preceding month, while those received 
by basic materials producing industries 
were up only 1 percent, 
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Austrian Economy 


Shows Mixed Trends 


A 3.5-percent increase in June 
brought the cost-of-living index for Aus- 
tria to a new postwar peak. The in- 
crease was slightly above the usual sea- 
sonal rise. This reversal of the earlier 
downward trend was caused primarily 
by increases in the prices of spring 
fruits and vegetables. Although the 
wholesale-commodity index decreased 
slightly for the first time in 3 months, 
the index of retail prices increased frac- 
tionally. 

Commercial credits increased by 223,- 
000,000 schillings, and prefinancing of 
reconstruction credits rose by 107,000,- 
000 schillings. The 56,000,000-schilling 
increase in savings deposits was below 
the average for earlier months. The 
total Federal budgetary deficit dropped 
sharply in May, but the cumulative 1952 
deficit amounted to 184,000,000 schil- 
lings. Despite Government borrowing of 
250,000,000 schillings from the banks to 
cover unpaid bills such bills totaled 
370,000,000. 


Trade Deficit Increases 


Austria’s foreign trade was disap- 
pointing in May, with exports valued 
at $40,000,000 compared with $39,000,- 
000 in April. Imports were valued at 
$58,000,000, compared with $54,000,000. 

Thus the trade deficit in May amount- 
ed to $18,000,000, bringing the cumula- 
tive deficit for the first 5° months of 
1952 to $100,000,000. 


Simplification of export procedures 
was recently facilitated by a decision of 
the Constitutional Court which placed 
exclusive responsibility for foreign-trade 
licensing in the Ministry of Trade. Be- 
fore that time individual licensing de- 
cisions required the approval of repre- 
sentatives of both political parties. 


Industrial Production Rises 


Industrial production of both durable 
and nondurable goods improved in April. 
The index was 4 percent higher than 
in March, an increase following the nor- 
mal seasonal pattern, 

The increase in freight rates effec- 
tive May 1 was an important factor in 
the 12-percent tonnage decrease in in- 
land railroad traffic during the month, 
compared with April traffic. Shippers’ 
Teactions to the rate increases had been 
expected to increase traffic in April 
and reduce it in May. 

Officials of the Austrian Federal 
Railroads have pointed out that the 
number of retired personnel receiving 
pensions amounted to 88,000 in June, 
as compared with an active personnel 


of 73,000, 
Unemployment Higher 
The total of 119,000 persons unem- 
Ployed at the end of June was 38,000 
higher than last year. Unemployment in 
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Uruguay's Wool and Meat Exports 


Improve; Building 


General economic conditions in Uru- 
guay improved slightly from mid-June 
to mid-July, with definite improvement 


registered in exports of wool and meat ” 


and in the construction industry. 


A continued drop in activity in the 
textile, tanning, and the oilseed-crush- 
ing industries, however, caused ad- 
ditional unemployment which in turn 
was reflected in a slow-down of sales 
and collections. 


The value of Montevideo building 
permits issued during the first quarter 
of 1952 was 23,000,000 pesos, the high- 
est of all first-quarter totals on record. 
(US$1 is equivalent to about 2.65 pesos 
at the free-market rate.) Nearly all of 
the construction is reportedly financed 
by foreign capital, principally European. 

In 1951, 14,529 mortgage loans valued 
at 199,000,000 pesos were granted, and 
7,249 mortgages valued at 55,000,000 
pesos were cancelled. The Government- 
owned mortgage bank, which handles 
about 50 percent of all mortgages in the 
country, has made its terms quite 
liberal, especially for Government em- 
Ployees. 


Foreign Trade Markets Reversed 


For the first 2 months of 1952 the 
foreign trade of Uruguay was valued at 
$67,400,000 as compared with $134,000,- 
000 for the first 2 months of 1951. Al- 
though Europe had 33 percent of the 
trade in 1951 and the Western Hemi- 
sphere had 63 percent, in 1952 the order 
was reversed, Europe having 52 percent 
of the trade and the Western Hemi- 
sphere only 45 percent. Germany was 
the principal European trader and 
Great Britain was in second place. 


The decline in Western Hemi- 
sphere trade was due chiefly to the 
failure of Uruguay to acquire dollars 
with which to make purchases. Most of 
Uruguay’s dollars traditionally have 
come from the sale of wool to the 
United States. 


During the latter part of June, ex- 
ports of better-grade wools increased, 
nearly all of the shipments going to 
the United States, followed by Great 
Britain and the Netherlands, 


Total wool exports between October 
1, 1951 (the beginning of the wool 
year), and June 30, 1952, amounted to 
48,122 bales (1 bale weighs about 1,058 
pounds), two-thirds of which went to 





June decreased by only 6,000, as com- 
pared with a decrease of 17,000 in June 
of the preceding year. To combat un- 
employment in the Soviet Zone and in 
Vienna, where its incidence is greater 
and politically more dangerous, the 
Government established a 70,000,000 
schilling fund for special relief projects. 


at High Rate 


the United States. A total of 146,567 
bales were exported in the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding wool season, 

The increase in the shipment of 
canned corned beef to the United States 
has continued, but the total shipment of 
frozen meats to other countries has 
been approximately the same as for 
each of the past 2 years, Italy continu- 
ing as one of the principal buyers. 

No mention of a new meat buying 
agreement between Uruguay and Great 
Britain has been made,-although 3,500 
tons of frozen beef have been shipped 
to that country in anticipation of a new 
contract. The shipment of corned beef 
to the United States provides needed 
dollars to pay for imports from the 
dollar area of goods and materials 
urgently needed for Uruguay’s economy. 
These include petroleum products from 
Venezuela and capital goods from the 
United States. 


Industrial Activities Slow 


The oil-refinery and packing plants 
have maintained steady operations, but 
the slow sales in the textile industry, 
with the exception of wool-top mills, is 
gradually forcing that industry to re- 
duce production and dismiss some em- 
ployees. All of the oilseed-crushing mills 
in the country, numbering between 30 
and’ 40 and employing about 1,000 per- 
sons, are completely inactive, and 
tanneries are working considerably 
below normal. 

In addition to a decline in industrial 
production, a falling off in sales and 
collections is noticable. Banks have 
loaned to their limits, which are 32 per- 
cent of their demand deposits and 16 
percent of their time deposits, and 
many loans have had to be renewed. 


Peruvian Sol Strong 
As Exports Increase 


Pressure on the foreign exchange 
market in recent months eased con- 
siderably during the last 2 weeks of 
July as a result of increased dollar and 
sterling earnings. Increased exports of 
cotton, minerals, and other key products 
were reflected in a drop in the exchange 
certificate rate from 15.71 soles per 
dollar on June 20 to 15.45 soles on July 
23. Foreign exchange earnings are cur- 
rently running at a monthly rate in ex- 
cess of US$27,000.000, © 

The rise in exports, particularly of 
cotton, also alleviated to some extent 
the shortage of sterling exchange which 
has prevailed most of the year. The 
sterling certificate rate dropped from 
44.14 soles per pound on June 20 to 
43.60 per pound, or a cross rate of $2.82, 
on July 23. 
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Guatemalan Agrarian Reform 
Causes Business To Slump 


Guatemalan business has experienced a decline during the past 21 
months because of concern over the Agrarian Reform Law, passed by 
Congress on June 17. What the ultimate effect will be is not clear, how- 


ever. 

The bill was steered through 
the opposition of many landowners and 
businessmen represented by the Gen- 
eral Association of Agriculturists, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Agri- 
cultural Mercantile Bank. 

Apprehension over the implementa- 
tion of the law has acted as a severe 


depressant on business in general. Hard 
lines especially have been hard hit and 
at the end of July were off 30 percent 
from the same period last year. Soft 
lines maintained their 1951 levels only 
because of aggressive promotion. 


Future Effect Uncertain 


Government sponsors of land reforms 
have stated that its ultimate effect will 
be to increase and expand economic 
activity in Guatemala. Opponents argue 
that many sectors of the economy will 
be severely and permanently upset. The 
latter contend that agrarian reform is 
desirable but that too little study of 
probable effects went into the legisla- 
tion. 


Unrest was manifested during the 
third week in May, soon after the bill 
was sent to Congress, in a run on the 
banks which decreased exchange re- 
serves $4,843,000 during that month. 
The Minister of Economy subsequently 
stated that the Government had no in- 
tention of restricting deposits or sales of 
exchange, and the month ended with 
net reserves of $46,852,000 compared 
with $43,745,000 on May 31, 1951. 


Administrative Set-Up 


The administrative organization de- 
signed to carry out agrarian reform is 
just now beginning to function. The 
most important post, that of Chief of 
the National Agrarian Department and 
President of the National Agrarian 
Council, is held by President Arbenz’ 
private secretary, and eight members 
of the nine-man Council have been ap- 
pointed. The exception is the representa- 
tive of the General Association of Agri- 
culturists. 


Regulations governing the issue of 
$10,000,000 of Agrarian Reform Bonds 
to pay for expropriated properties were 
promulgated on July 15. The bonds will 
bear 3 percent interest and will be 
amortized in 2 to 25 years, depending 
on the value of the lands expropriated. 
Payment of interest and amortization 
will be made from an Agrarian Debt 
Fund, which will consist of profits, rents, 
and other income from distributed lands. 
If the fund is insufficient to cover out- 


Congress by the Government over 


standing bond payments, other Govern- 
ment funds may be used. 

Regulations issued by the Ministry of 
Finance on July 21 implemented an- 
other feature of the Reform Bill. Titles 
to all enemy property expropriated since 
1944 as war indemnification must be 
transferred to the State by September 
21. 


Malayans Institute 
New Industries 


A corrugated fiberboard plant began 
operating in Singapore in June, and a 
cement plant near Kuala Lumpur and 
a textile mill in Singapore were under 
construction. ’ 

The fiberboard factory is owned by 
a subsidiary of Australian Consolidated 
Industries, Ltd., and was erected at a 
cost of about US$170,000. It has a floor 
area of about 25,000 square feet and is 
eapable of producing corrugated board 
up to 48 inches wide at a rate of 50 feet 
per minute. It is believed that the plant 
will export fiberboard to other South- 
east Asian countries when production 
reaches its maximum. 


The cement plant is being built at 
Rawang about 18 miles from Kuala 
Lumpur. It is hoped that production 
will start before the middle of 1953 
and that 100,000 long tons of cement 
will be produced annually thereafter. 

The textile mill is being financed by 
Hong Kong and Singapore interests and 
is capitalized at about US$850,000. Pro- 
duction of cotton yarn and cloth for 
the Malayan market will begin in Octo- 
ber. 





THE CHARGE for sending a tele- 
gram from Britain to Canada and the 
United States will be increased from 9 
cents a word-to 14 cents after Septem- 
ber 1. The Britist Post Office states 
that this is the first rise in telegram 
rates in a quarter century and is neces- 
sitated by increased cost in wages and 
equipment. 





IMPORTION of textile and paper 
waste into Pakistan from the United 
States is not permitted under present 
regulations. These materials include 
old newspapers and magazines, wiping 
waste, clippings, rags, and old silk ho- 
siery. 


Turkey Procures IBRD 
Loan To Build Dam 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has recently 
extended a loan of $25,200,000 to Turkey 


to help finance a multipurpose dam to be 
built on the Seyhan River as part of 
the Adana plain development. 

The Adana plain is a productive agri- 
cultural and industrial area in south 
central Turkey, but its economic de- 
velopment has been limited because of 
floods, lack of irrigation during dry 
seasons, and an acute shortage of elec- 
tric power. The Seyhan Dam will be 
used to supply the needs. 

The IBRD has announced that the 
work to be financed by this loan in- 
cludes construction of an earth dam, a 
powerhouse, step-up and step-down sub- 
stations, and transmission lines to the 
industrial centers of Adana, Mersin, 
and Tarsus. It is estimated that by 
1965 annual consumption of energy 
from the power plant will amount to 
164 million kilowatt-hours, four times 
the energy now consumed in the area. 


U. S. Equipment May Be Used 

The total cost of the dam will be 
$35,800,000. The IBRD loan will be used 
for purchase in the United States and 
Europe of construction materials and 
equipment, for generation and trans- 
mission units, and for payment of en- 
gineering and contracting fees. The 
remainder of the construction cost will 
be provided by the Turkish Government 
and private investors. The dam is ex- 
pected to be completed by the summer 
of 1956. 


Other IBRD Loans to Turkey 


This credit brings the total of loans 
made to Turkey by IBRD to $50,600,000. 
In July 1950, two loans totaling $16,- 
000,000 were made for construction of 
grain-storage facilities and develop- 
ment of ports. In October 1950, a loan 
of $9,000,000 was made to the Indus- 
trial Development Bank of Turkey for 
private industrial projects, 





Insolvencies Increase in 


Fed. Republic of Germany 


New insolvencies in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany in May numbered 
472, as compared with 423 in the preced- 
ing month. Bankruptcies amounted to 
369, and 127 firms went into receiver- 
ship. There was an increase in casualties 
in wholesale business and the handi- 
craft trades. 





AUSTRIAN production of radio tubes 
in the first quarter of 1952 averaged 
289,000 monthly, as compared with a 
monthly average of 115,000 in 1937; 
radio receivers averaged 20,484 monthly, 
as compared with 10,623 in 1937. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





U. S. Aid Sought for 
New Plants in Turkey 


United States assistance in building 
and operating a plant for processing 
cottonseed oil and a factory for produc- 
ing cotton thread is sought by Nuri 
Timurlenakoglu, Sogut (near Eskise- 
hir), Turkey. 

Mr. Timurlenkoglu owns the factory 
Yeni Ipek Fabrikasi (New Silk Fac- 
tory), which produces raw silk from 
cocoons, and a cotton gin and baler, He 
proposes to undertake complete raw 
cotton processing, using his ginning 
equipment and his silk manufacturing 
know-how. Based on an estimate of 
1,200 tons of cotton grown annually 
in his immediate area, he believes it 
would be feasible to include in the 
enterprise a cottonseed oil press with 
daily capacity of 4 tons of oil, lintering 
and extracting equipment, and a 5,000 
spindle yarn factory. 

Mr. Timurlenkoglu repeatedly has 
capital investment in buildings and ma- 
chinery amounting to about US$35,- 
000, and possesses working capital of 
about $140,000, which he would contri- 
bute to the project. An _ interested 
American firm would be offered a part- 
nership and would be expected to as- 
semble and operate the two associated 
plants at least during the initial stages. 

Present power facilities consist of a 
Diesel generator, but the town of So- 
gut is believed to be located in the 
path of the projected Izmir-Eskisehir 
power transmitting line which will be 
supplied initially by the Catalagzi ther- 
mal power plant and later ,by the 
Sariyar Dam power plant. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Vecdi Diker, 54-B Mithat Pasa 
Caddesi, Ankara, Turkey, an engineer- 
ing and industrial planning firm en- 
gaged by Mr. Timurlenkoglu to act 
as his agent in this matter. This com- 
pany corresponds in English, and would 
be helpful in presenting the project 
to the Turkish Government. 

Prospective investors should make a 
preliminary survey of the possibilities 
and demand before making capital com- 
mitments, as several new ventures in 
cottonseed oil and cotton carding and 
spinning have already been established, 
through credits granted by the Indus- 
trial Development Bank of Turkey 
as a result of the recent large-scale 


expansion of cotton cultivation in Tur- 
key. 





THE 71-mile government-owned Cy- 
prus Railway extending from Famagus- 
ta through Nicosia and Morphou to 
Kalokhorion has been closed and the 
rails have been lifted. This action was 
hecessitated because railway traffic 
had declined as automotive road compe- 
tition increased and the rolling stock 
became antiquated, 
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Indonesia Makes Scrap 
Available for Export 


Export of scrap iron from Indo- 
nesia is to begin shortly, accord- 
ing to an announcement of the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, 


The first shipment of 12,000 
metric tons of scrap will soon 
leave the ports of Djakarta and 
Surabaya for Japan. In exchange 
for the scrap Japan will supply 
5,000 metric tons of steel products 
to Indonesia. 

The total amount of scrap iron 
in the islands is estimated at 400,- 
000 to 600,000 metric tons, and 
countries other than Japan will 
be able to obtain scrap from 
Indonesia. 

The Jajasan Logam Tua (Scrap 
Metal Institute) in Djakarta is 
given the sole responsibility for 
the export of scrap under the 
supervision of the Minister of 
Economic Affairs. 











Ceylon to Buy Mobile Cranes 


The Government of Ceylon invites 
manufacturers and accredited agents 
only to submit bids until October 15, 
1952, for the supply and delivery of 
three mobile cranes to the Government 
Factory, Kolonnawa, Colombo, Ceylon. 


A copy of the specifications and bid- 
ding conditions is obtainable on a loan 
basis from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Cotm- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies of 
this document, as well as the form on 
which bids must be submitted, also may 
be obtained from the Ceylon Embassy, 
2148 Wyoming Avenue N.W., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C, 

Bids should be addressed to the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of Trans- 
port and Works, Colombo, Ceylon. 


Factory Premises for 
Sale in Australia 


Factory premises in Australia, con- 
sidered by the owner to be suitable for 
a variety of light manufacturing or en- 
gineering uses, are offered for sale to an 
American firm. 


The factory was erected by the Pit- 
man Shoe Co. Pty., Ltd., a footwear 
manufacturer, for the company’s own 
use, but current credit restrictions in 
Australia are said to necessitate its 
sale, 

Description of the property, as given 
by the owner, is as follows: Factory 
building consisting of a quonset type of 
steel building, with ends built of timber 
and glass, erected on strong concrete 
foundations. Dimensions, 40’x100’. Floor 
of %” baltic timber; walls and ceiling 
lined throughout; sanitary facilities; 
water, and telephone. Equipped with 
3-phase electric power (present capac- ° 
ity approximately 30 h.p.). and wired 
throughout. The building, enclosed by 
a 12’ high steel mesh fence, is situated 
on a corner lot 110’x400’. This property 
is about 18 miles from Melbourne, has 
bus and rail transportation nearby, and 
a good labor supply is available in the 
area. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Pitman Shoe Co. Pty., Ltd., 
270 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 
N.5, Victoria, Australia. 


Turkey To Buy Freight Cars 


The Turkish State Railways re- 
portedly will purchase by adjudication 
1,000 freight cars, bids to be received 
prior to September 4, 1952, by the Sup- 
plies Department, Railway Administra- 
tion (Ulastirma Bakanligi, Devlet 
Demiryollari Genel Muduru, Malzeme 
Dairesi), Ankara, Turkey. 

Specifications are available from the 
Istanbul or Ankara offices of the State 
Railways, subject to payment of T£50 
(T£1=US$0.357). 





Australian Hotel To Be Auctioned 


An operating hotel in Melbourne, 
Australia, to be sold at public auction on 
October 28, is offered as of possible in- 
terest to American investors. This prop- 
erty, known as Hotel Alexander, is part 
of an estate, and will be sold on a walk- 
in walk-out basis, including “Victualler’s 
License.” 

The hotel is described as a modern, 
12-storied building of steel frame and 
reinforced concrete construction, with 
164 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, 
grill, and public bars. It occupies a 
prominent corner position, with front- 
age on three streets, opposite the main 
Melbourne terminal of all interstate 
rail traffic, and is convenient to the 


city’s principal commercial and shop- 
ping area. 

Owners of the property believe that 
it could be converted readily to com- 
mercial and professional premises in the 
event the purchaser were not interested 
in operating a hotel. 

A brochure and leaflet giving further 
details on the property are available on 
a loan basis from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or any 
Department of Commerce field office. 

The auctioneers holding the sale will 
be Baillieu Allard Pty., Ltd., 360 Col- 
lins Street, Melbourne, Victoria, Austra- 
lia. 
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U. S. Capital Sought for 
Real Estate Development 


United States capital or management, 
or both, are sought in developing -as a 
colony or summer resort a plot of about 
24 acres of land on the European shore 
of the Bosphorous, on the outskirts of 
Istanbul. The owners, Messrs. H. and 
K. Hekimian, are willing to congider 
either of the following propositions: 

Outright sale of the land as a whole 
or in part, for development by the pur- 
chaser. 

Development of the land in partner- 
ship, the present owners putting up 
their title to the land as their capital 
contribution, the American investor to 
finance the construction of buildings. 
The buildings would then either be sold 
or rented. 

Construction materials are available 
locally, except perhaps certain water- 
proof surfacing materials for terraces, 
and the like. 

The property has an area of 96,000 
sq. m., of which 20,000 front on roads 
and public squares; the remaining 76,- 
000 sq. m. have been subdivided into 
154 lots, each averaging 450 to 500 sq. m. 
The principal road, which winds up the 
hill, reportedly makes an amphitheater 
of the property, preventing any build- 
ing from obscuring the view of another 
building. . 

Further information, including a map 
showing the subdivision of the property 
and three photographs of scenic settings, 
is obtainable on a loan basis from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a >. CG 

Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate with Messrs. H, and K. Heki- 
mian, Zanbak Sokak, No. 13, Beyoglu, 
Istanbul, Turkey. 





Turkish Traffic Engineer 
To Study U. S. Techniques 


Istanbul's traffic engineer, Fikret 
Eviliyagil, is spending some months in 
the United States for the purpose of 
studying American systems and tech- 
niques of traffic control. He is also 
said to have an interest in traffic con- 
trol equipment, devices, and supplies. 

This official’s visit should be of par- 
ticular interest to suppliers in view of 
a recent report on Istanbul’s plans for 
improved traffic control and transporta- 
tion equipment (World Trade Leads, 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, August 4, 
1952). 

Mr. Evliyagil’s itinerary includes New 
York, Philadelphia, New Haven, Boston, 
and San Francisco, Correspondence may 
be addressed to him c/o Yale University 
Bureau of Highway Traffic, Strathcona 
Hall, New Haven, Conn, 


French Export Group Seeks 
Markets for Many Products 


Alliance Industrielle Francaise pour 
l’Exportation (ALIFEX), an _ export 
society recently organized as a sep- 
arate entity of the Confederation Gen- 
erale des Petites et Moyennes Enter- 
prises to centralize the export opera- 
tions of the Confederation’s members, 
invites inquiries from American im- 
porters. 

ALIFEX reportedly will devote its 
initial efforts to promoting export sales 
of the following types of merchandise: 
Industrial electrical equipment, office 
machinery and equipment, sporting 
goods, de luxe cardboard for all kinds of 
packing, machine-made pillow lace, and 
leather goods. The scope of the society’s 
operations will be expanded gradually to 
include the products of many other 
members of the Confederation, which 
groups approximately 800,000 medium- 
sized and small business firms in France. 

Meanwhile, interested American 
buyers may write direct to ALIFEX, 20 
rue Fortuny, Paris, France, for specifi- 
cations and prices on goods available in 
the commodity lines previously men- 
tioned. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In the United States 


Coatings: 

England—Corrosion Ltd. (manu- 
facturer of anticorrosion coatings and 
treatments), Warsash Road, Warsash, 
Hampshire, offers for production under 
license in the United States its processes 
and formulae for use against corrosion 
of metals and deterioriation of mate- 
rials. 


In Foreign Countries 

Coatings: 

England—Corrosion Ltd. (manufac- 
turers of anticorrosion coatings and 
treatments), Warsash Road, Warsash, 
Hampshire, wishes to manufacture in 
England under U. S. license any spec- 
ialty products dealing with corrosion 
and protective coatings. 








IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department 
$s bso Fa Washington 25, 


Condensers: 

Netherlands—The Far Eastern Gen- 
eral Agency, European Section (manu- 
facturers’ exclusive representative), 55 


Michel Angelostraat, Amsterdam, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
unlimited quantities of electrolytic 
condensers for radios, television sets, 
telephone, telegraph, and other elec- 
tronic equipment. Firm states corfden- 
sers are manufactured in accordance 
with the German DIN 41332, Class ITI, 
but they may be made in accordance 
with customer’s specifications, Cata- 
log and price list available.* 


Cutlery: 


Germany—Josef Ejichel, Stahlwaren- 
fabrik KG. (manufacturer), 156 Post- 
fach, 36 Rheinstrasse, Solingen Ohligs., 
offers to export all kinds of pocket 
knives. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Electrical Accessories: 


Germany—Willy Buschhaus’ KG. 
(manufacturer), Am Gueterbahnhof, 
Luedenscheid/Westf., offers to export 
direct or through agent electrical ac- 
cessories such as iron plug connectors, 
wall plugs, switches, distribution boxes, 
push plates, bell plates, and couplings. 
Illustrated leaflet and price list avail- 
able.* 

Germany — Heinrich Platthaus Ing. 
(manufacturer), Witzhelden/Rhlid., of- 
fers to export electrical supplies and 
po ams Catalog (in German) avail- 
able. 


Feedstuffs: 

Netherlands — Imbema N. V. (ex- 
port merchant), 17 Baan, Haarlem, of- 
fers to export direct alfalfa and clover 
meal. Quality: 19 percent protein, 12 
percent maximum moisture, 5 percent 
maximum sand, minimum 125 mer. 
carotene per 1 kilogram dry substance, 
total digestible nutrients (T.D.N.) about 
63 to 65. 


Foodstuffs: 

Peru—Compania Iudustrial Trujillo, 
S. A. (canner and exporter), Francisco 
Pizarro No. 428, Trujillo, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent canned 
pineapples, mangoes, and papayas, in 
light or heavy syrup, 5,000 cartons and 
up (24 cans per carton) of each variety; 
also 2,000,000 fresh pineapples avail- 
able each year between January and 
March. Scheduled delivery date for 
canned fruit—February and March 1953, 


Forest Products: 

Portugal—Sociedade Industrial de 
Aproveitamento da Madeiras, SARL 
(SIAM), (manufacturer and export mer- 
chant), Alhandra, offers to export direct 
or through agent plywood; present 
stock is 900 cu. m., monthly output is 
300 cu. m. Description, specifications 
and samples of plywood available.* 


Household Goods: 

England—<Acatos & Co. (export mer- 
chant), 4 Dove Court, Old Jewry, Lon- 
don, E. C. 2, offers to export direct 
hand-carved wooden salad servers (set 


of knife, fork, and spoon) from Nairobi, 
Kenya. 


Kapok: 
Thailand—Motley & Co. (export mer- 
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chant), 80 Rajawongse Road, Bangkok, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
15 tons each month of first grade ka- 
pok, 3 percent impurity. 
Machinery. and Parts: 
Germany—Alpine A. G. Eisengiesse- 
rei und Maschinenfabrik (manufacturer) 
66 Goegginger Landstrasse, Augsburg- 
Goeggingen, Bavaria, offers to export 
direct or through agent pulverizers and 
air separators. Literature available.* 
Germany—Dr. Hesse & Cie. (manu- 
facturer), 69 Siegfriedstrasse, Bielefeld, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
electroplating plants, apparatus, and 
installations, Literature available.* 


Germany—Franz Liedl, Mettallwaren- 
fabrik (manufacturer), 10 Gabrielen- 
strasse, Munich 2, Bavaria, offers to 
export direct or through agent textile 
machinery, such as teaseling machines, 
winding machines, and yarn reels. Liter- 
ature available.* 


Germany — Hochdruck-Dichtungsfab- 
rik, Schmitz & Schulte (manufacturer), 
Burscheid b. Koeln, offers to export 
diaphragm slide valves, valves, and 
pack-packings. Catalog (in German) 
available.* - 

Germany—Jakob Wikschtroem G. m. 
b. H. (manufacturer), 278 Hoeherweg, 
Duesseldorf, offers to export direct or 
through agent high-speed wire nail 
presses. Illustrated literature available.* 
Medical Equipment: 


Netherlands—G. L. Loos & Co.’s Fab- 
rieken, N. V. (manufacturer), 689 Kei- 
zersgracht, Amsterdam, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent anesthetic 
and oxygen inhaling equipment, re- 
portedly adapted to and designed in 
accordance with the latest require- 
ments of modern medical techniques. 


Metal Products: 

Germany—Joto-Werk, Josef Topp, 
Kettenfabrik (manufacturer), Warmen- 
Ruhr, offers to export direct or through 
agent iron chains, welded and forged. 
Brochure available.* 


Motorcycles, Bicycles and Accessories: 

France—Guiller Freres (manufactur- 
er, wholesaler, exporter), 1 Place du 
Puy-la-Vau, Fontenay-le-Compte, Ven- 
dee, offers to export direct or through 
agent good quality bicycles for men, 
women, and children; motorcycles and 
motor bicycles; and scooters and tan- 
dems. Firm states it is principally in- 
terested in exporting its patented 
“Origan” collapsible bicycle, which 
folds into a compact case. Advertising 
literature and price lists (in French) 
available*. 

Germany—Wilh. Humpert sen G.m. 
bH., Metallwarenfabrik (manufactur- 
er), 11 Eisenbahnstrasse, Wickede-Ruhr/ 
Westf., offers to export luggage car- 
riers for bicycles and bicycle chain 
guards. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

Germany—Mertens & Co., Komman- 
ditgesellschaft (manufacturer), Gue- 
tersloh/Westfalen, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent bicycle saddles 
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and pedals. Illustrated brochure avail- 
able.* 


Italy—S.p.A. Isothermos (manu- 
facturer), Corso Porta Nuova.16, Mi- 
lan, offers to export direct or through 
agent motorcycles, motor scooters, and 
motor-scooter trucks, each 125 cc. de- 
veloping 7 hp. Quantities available each 
month: 500 motor scooters, 500 motor- 
cycles, 50 motor-scooter trucks, Cata- 
logs available.* 


Notions: 


England—Lidovic, Ltd. (manufactur- 
er), Victoria Works, River Strect,: Bir- 
mingham 5, offers to export direct or 
through agent 5,000 gross monthly of 
first-quality casein buttons in all sizes 
and patterns for the clothing industry. 
Samples and price list available.* 


Religious Articles: 


France — Etablissements S.E.R.A.L. 
(Societe d’Editions Religieuses et Arti- 
cles de Lourdes), (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, retailer, exporter), 6 Rue du Doc- 
teur-Dozous, Lourdes, Hautes-Pyre- 
nees, offers to export good-quality re- 
ligious articles and souvenirs, such as 
medals, statuettes, figurines (metal, 
enamel, plastic, etc.), also religious jew- 
elry. Firm desires to sell direct to 
American importers specializing in re- 
ligious articles. Photographs and adver- 
tising material available.* 


Rubber Products: 

France—Societe d’Exploitation des 
Etablissements Baudou (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Les Eglisottes, 
Gironde, offers to export direct large 
quantities of rubber tires, cellular type, 
puncture-proof, light-duty, for wheel- 
barrows, hand trucks, and agricultural 
vehicles; also, men’s and women’s rub- 
ber (molded) boots, for sports, work, 


and industrial uses. Brochures (in 
French) available.* 
France — M.A.P.A., Manufacture 


Francaise de Latex Anciens Ets. Wou- 
ters & Gillekens (manufacturer), Route 
de la Gare, Villiers-le-Bel (Seine & 
Oise), offers to export direct highest 
quality latex gloves for surgery, indus- 
trial, and household uses; feeding nip- 
ples; fountain pen teats for droppers; 
and toys. 


Scientific and Technical Equipment: 

Germany—Artur Schomandl (manu- 
facturer), 32 Trogerstrasse, Munich 8, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent high-frequency measur- 
ing instruments. Leaflet (in German) 
available.* 


Netherlands—N. V. “Veco” Zeefplat- 
enfabriek (manufacturer, research lab- 
oratory, distributor), Eerbeek, offers to 
export direct or through technically 
trained agent high precision nickel and 
copper screens suitable for various in- 
dustrial, scientific research, electronic, 
and manufacturing uses. Firm states 
current production of nickel screens 
runs from extremely coarse screening 
to screens with 500 holes to the linear 
inch, the latter being used in the fuel 
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system of jet aircraft. On an experi- 
mental basis, screens with 1,200 holes 
to the linear inch have been produced. 
Current applications of the”high pre- 
cision screens (also available in copper) 
include filter screens for coal-mine 
ventilation; screens for continuous cen- 
trifuges, ranging from large screens for 
salt and sugar refining to extremely del- 
icate screens for filtration of penicillin; 
oil, gasoline, and Diesel fuel filters for 
automobiles and aircraft; electron mi- 
croscopes and radio microtubes, hearing 


aids, textile manufacture, and graphic 
arts. 


Seeds: 


Thailand—Motley & Co. (export mer- 
chant), 80 Rajawongse Road, Bangkok, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
100 tons each month of first-grade cas- 
tor seeds, 1 percent impurity. 


Services: 


England—Kingsholm Associates (pur- 
chasing agent), 319 High Holborn, Lon- 
don, W.C.1., offers its services as pur- 
chasing representative in the United 
Kingdom for United States importers 
by placing potential purchasers in con- 
tact with appropriate manufacturers. 


Smokers’ Supplies: 


England—G. Huybrecht (manufac- 
turer), 79 Rosendale Road, West Dul- 
wich, London, S.E. 21, offers to export 
briat pipes and cigarette and cigar 
holders. Price list available.* 


Textiles: 


England—Compagne Generale d’Im- 
portation S.A. (sales agent), 52 Gresham 
Street, London, E.C.2, offers to export 
all kinds of handwoven tweeds, worsted 
suitings, linen suitings and drills, and 
bed and table linen. A representative 
collection of sample swatches avail- 
able.* 


Tricycles and Scooters: 

Germany—Wilh. Humpert sen. G.m. 
b.H:, Metallwarenfabrik (manufactur- 
er), 11 E/isenbahnstrasse, Wickede- 
Ruhr/Westf., offers to export children’s 
tricycles and scooters. Illustrated leaf- 
let (in German) available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Cafeteria Equipment: 

Mexico—Hilados del Norte, S.A. 
(manufacturer of carded and combed 
cotton yarn and textiles), Carretera a 
Saltillo, Apartado No. 62, Monterrey, 
wishes to receive quotations and cata- 
logs on all equipment (dining room 
and kitchen) required for a cafeteria” 
in a textile (cotton) mill. The cafeteria 
is to accommodate approximately 300 
employees. 


Forest Products: 

Germany—Willie Peters 0.H.G. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 28 Lindemann- 
strasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to purchase 

















WORLD TRADE LEADS 





direct hardwood and softwood logs for 
veneer, plywood, and ski manufactur- 
ing. 


Rubber Goods: 


France—M.A.P.A., Manufacture Fran- 
caise de Latex Anciens Ets. Wouters & 
Gillekens (manufacturer of latex goods) 
Route de la Gare, Villiers-Ie-Bel, (Seine- 
&-Oise), wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for thin latex gloves for 
electricians and surgeons, also latex 
and rubber toys. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 


France — Francinter (manufacturer’s 
agent, sales agent, commission mer- 
chant), 10 Rue Frantz-Despagnet, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to obtain agency 
for good quality chemical and pharma- 
ceutical products, specialties, and prep- 
arations, for sale in France and Indo- 
china. 


Hardware: 

France—Remy & Longueteau (manu- 
facturers’ agent, commission merchant), 
14 Cours de l’Intendance, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to obtain agency for 
good-quality household and industrial 
hardware. 


Rubber Products: 

France—Societe d’Exploitation des 
Etablissements Baudou (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and exporter of tires and 
rubber boots), Les Eglisottes, Gironde, 
wishes to obtain agency from Ameri- 
can manufacturers of noncompetitive 
rubber articles. Alternatively, firm 
would enter into a working agreement 
for the manufacture of such goods in 
France, under U. S. license. 

Tools: 

France—Remy & Longueteau (manu- 

facturers’ agent, commission merchant), 


UTE Invites New Bids for 
Electrical Equipment 


The Administracion General de las 
Usines Electricas y los Telefonos del 
Estado (UTE), of Uruguay has issued a 
new call for bids to supply electrical 
equipment for the Montevideo-Mercedes 
section of the Western Power Line Cir- 
cuit. The bidding period is scheduled to 
close September 23, 1952. 

This new call for bids was made be- 

cause the number of bids received by 
the closing date of July 15 was below 
the legal minimum of offers required. 
* This procurement was previously an- 
nounced in the April 7 and 28, 1952, 
issues of Foreign Commerce Weekly. A 
set of specifications (in Spanish) is 
available on a loan basis from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
3, D. G 











Don D. Canfield of Long Island 
City, N. Y., has joined the staff of 


the Office of International Trade, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, as 
consultant on international fairs. 


Mr. Canfield’s first assignment in 
OIT will be to arrange for exhibits 
of U. S. consumer goods at the Ger- 
man Industry Show, to be held in 
Berlin, September 19-October 5. 

In keeping with the theme of the 
Berlin fair—““The High Standard of 
Living of the Atlantic Community’— 
the U. S. display will demonstrate 
the comfort, convenience, and effi- 
ciency of the ideal home. The set- 
ting for the display will be a five- 
room house, completely equipped 
with eye-catching furnishings and 
labor-saving appliances, loaned or do- 
nated by American manufacturers. 
German - speaking experts, playing 





OIT Consultant Plans for German Show 


host to visitors, will demonstrate the 
every-day use of the products on ex- 
hibit. 

In planning and coordinating this 
and other displays, Mr. Canfield will 
collaborate with Albert Bliss, who is 
also serving OIT as a consultant in 
connection with the recently an- 
nounced program for U. S. participa- 
tion in leading trade fairs abroad. 
The new program is sponsored by the 
Department of Commerce, in cooper- 
ation with the Department of State, 
Mutual Security Agency, National 
Association of Manufacturers, promi- 
nent export advertisers, and other 
businessmen. 

Mr. Canfield brings to his new post 
25 years’ experience in the display 
field, including the design and con- 
struction of exhibits for both the 
Chicago and the New York World 
Fair. 








14 Cours de I’Intendance, Bordeaux, Gi- 
ronde, wishes to obtain agency for good 
quality small tools. 


é& 


FOREIGN 
VISITORS 














Thailand—Vaidhaya Chinalai, repre- 
senting The Sales Agency Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, commission 
merchant, sales/indent agent), 1091- 
1093 New Road, Bangkok, is interested 
in visiting importers and indenters of 
sundries, light machinery, and novelty 
goods. Scheduled to arrive sometime 
in September, via New York City, for 
a visit of a month. U. S. address: c/o 
Wah Chang Corporation, Woolworth 
Building, 233 Broadway, New York, 
N..Y. Itinerary: Washington, D. C., 
Miami, and San Francisco. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Division 
has recently published the following 
trade lists of which mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by firms domi- 
ciled in the United States from this 
Division and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 


Commercial Fishing Companies and 
Fish Exporters—Denmark. 

Commercial Fishing Companies and 
Fish Exporters—Mexico. 

Cordage, Rope, and Twine Manufac- 
turers and Exporters—Mexico. 

Ecclesiastical-Supply Importers and 
Dealers—Mexico, 


Swiss Foreign Trade 
Shows Sharp Drop 


Swiss foreign trade decreased sharply 
in June. Value of exports was about 
55,000,000 frances below the May level 
of 406,000,000 francs. Imports decreased 
by 66,700,000 francs from 472,300,000 in 
May. The trade deficit for June 
amounted to 55,200,000 francs. (1 Swiss 
franc = US$0.234.) 


The United States continued to be 
Switzerland’s most important trade 
partner, but trade between the two 
countries also declined in June. Swiss 
imports from U. S. totaled 63,200,000 
francs, as compared with 80,400,000 
francs in May. Exports to U. S. totaled 
48,800,000 francs, as against 55,200,000 
francs in the preceding month. A simi- 
lar decrease occurred in trade with 
E.P.U. member countries. 


Commodities affected by the decline 
in exports were silk, cotton goods, 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, 


watches, and dyes. Exports of these 


products decreased by some 45,000,000 
Swiss francs as compared with June 
1951. 

Swiss negotiators offered East Ger- 
many a barter trade agreement and per- 
mission to establish a trade promotion 
office in Switzerland in return for cer- 
tain guarantees on protection of Swiss 
nationals and assets in East Germany. 
The offer reportedly was not accepted. 

Trade agreements with Poland and 
Sweden were extended, but negotiations 
with France covering third quarter im- 
ports of Swiss goods into France re- 
portedly were not concluded. Trade 
talks with Argentina were expected in 
July. Bulgaria has also expressed an 
interest in opening, 


oo 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Distribution of Philippine Imports 
Favors Bona Fide Merchants 


Rules and regulations for distribution to bona fide Filipino mer- 
chants of 50 percent of merchandise imported into the Philippines by 
nonproducer importers were promulgated by Executive Order No. 510 


of June 30. 


Issued in implementation of section 13 of the Philippine Import 
Control Law (Republic Act 650) the order defines “‘bona fide Filipino 
merchants” as juridicial entities not less than 60 percent of the capitals 


of which is owned by Filipino and/or 
American citizens duly licensed to en- 
gage in retail trade, 

Americans and American entities are 
thus classified because of the provision 
in the Import Control Law that rights 
granted Americans under the Execu- 
tive Agreement between the United 
States and the Philippines, signed July 
4, 1946, shall not be impaired. 

Philippine Government entities, in- 
cluding the Armed Forces, the National 
Development Company, the Price Sta- 
bilization Corporation (PRISCO) and 
its retail stores, as well as direct con- 
sumers, such as producers and contrac- 
tors, who are Filipinos or Americans 
also are classed as Filipino merchants, 


Items Exempt From Distribution 


Imports exempt from the requirement 
that 50 percent be reserved for Filipino 
merchants are: Explosives and acces- 
sories; fertilizers; agricultural machin- 
ery of all kinds, including implements 
and spare parts; and gasoline, kerosene, 
and Diesel engines and parts thereof 
and therefor. 

The Executive Order establishes time 
limits within which importers must 
dispose of merchandise to be sold to 
Filipino merchants. In the disposal of 
capital equipment and raw materials 





Six Circulars Available 


From Israel Consulate 


Americans intending to visit or settle 
in Israel or wishing to send parcels or 
food shipments to that country will be 
interested in a series of guides contain- 
ing information on Israel Government 
regulations prepared by the Israel Con- 
sulate General. The following six circu- 
lars are available: 

Information and Regulations for Visitors 
(visas, customs, currency regulations, etc.). 


Information and Regulations for Immi- 
grants. 


Import Licensing and Customs Regulations 
for Returning Residents of Israel. 


Import Licensing and Customs Regulations 
Covering Gift Shipments to Israel. 

Information and Regulations on Gift Food 
Parcels to Israel. : 3 

Lists of Firms Handling Gift Food Ship- 
ments. 


Requests should be addressed to the 
Reference Department, Israel Consu- 
late General, 11 East Seventieth Street, 
New York 21, N. Y. Requests should be 
accompanied by a self-addressed en- 
velope, 
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needed in domestic industries first pri- 
ority will be given producers or manu- 
facturers classed as Filipino merchants. 
In the disposal of other types of im- 
ports the order authorizes PRISCO to 
acquire the entire 50 percent reserva- 
tion for allocation and distribution as 
PRISCO and representatives of Filipino 
merchants may determine. 


For effective implementation of E. O, 
No. 510, it reportedly was agreed at a 
conference of Government agencies on 
July 30 that the Import Control Com- 
mission would release licenses and en- 
force the penal provisions of the order; 
that PRISCO would enforce stabiliza- 
tion functions and promote Filipino 
participation in distribution; and that 
the Cooperatives Administration would 
organize Filipino merchants. The Bu- 
reau of Commerce was designated to 
check and certify bona fide Filipino 
traders, and rules and regulations is- 
sued in E. O. No. 510 would be enforced 
by the National Investigation Bureau, 
which would also apprehend violators, 





Italian-Colombian Pact 
May Broaden Import List 


An agreement between Colombia and 
Italy to exchange goods valued at 9 
million dollars was concluded and signed 
at Bogota on July 17, and became ef- 
fective on August 17. A most-favored- 
nation type of agreement between the 


two countries had previously been 
signed in Rome on June 19. 


Colombia is expected to export to 
Italy mainly coffee, bananas, and hides 
and pelts, and Italy will ship to Colom- 
bia a variety of articles including auto- 
mobiles, industrial and agricultural 
machinery and tools, and textile raw 
materials. 

Of particular interest is inclusion in 
the list of Italian exports to Colombia 
of a number of items now on the 
Colombian prohibited list of imports. 
Among these items are dried figs and 
prunes. It is expected that on the effec- 
tive date of the agreement these items 
will be added to the list of commodities 
that may be imported into Colombia 
freely from countries, including the 
United States, with which Colombia has 


Haitian-French Trade 
Agreement in Effect 


A commercial agreement between 
Haiti and France was signed in Port- 
au-Prince on July 12 and became pro- 
visionally effective on the same date 
pending ratification. Reciprocal most- 
favored-nation and national treatment 
is granted on duties and taxes. 


Concessions granted to France by 
Haiti include tariff rate reductions on 
various specialities such as cosmetics, 
perfumes, wines and liquors, silk cloth 
and clothing, and certain food delica- 
cies. While these reductions in most 
cases are of limited interest to United 
States exporters, the lowered rates will 
be applicable to United States products 
under the most-favored-nation provision 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. Details on rate reductions 
may be obtained from the American 
Republics Division, Office of Interna- 
tional Trade, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Haiti Plans Financial Settlement 


In addition to the tariff reductions, 
Haiti made provision for the liquidation 
of the Haitian-French financial account 
arising out of the Convention of 1938. 
The Haitian. Government has under- 
taken to pay an annual sum of $50,000 
to the Banque de France until a total 
of $300,000 has been reached. In addi- 
tion, a deduction equivalent to US$2 
will be collected in France on each 80- 
kilogram bag of Haitian coffee pur- 
chased by France up to a total of $900,- 
000 which will be used to liquidate the 
financial settlement. If the price of 
coffee falls below $25 per 50 kilograms, 
the deduction will be reduced propor- 
tionately. 


The French Government agrees to 
grant import licenses for Haitian coffee 
up to an annual total of 4,000 tons, 
reserving the right to limit the grant- 
ing of these licenses to a 3-year quota 
basis. It also agrees to authorize dollar 
exchange purchases on the official mar- 
ket to pay for the coffee purchased. 
France will also consider the possibility 
of issuing import licenses for the pur- 
chase of Haitian cacao, sisal, honey, 
essential oils, orange peel, castor beans, 
and bananas, and binds the customs 
duties on these products until January 
1, 1954. be 





trade agreements or a reasonably equal 
balance of trade. 

A special U. S. dollar account will be 
established in the Bank of the Republic 
in Bogota to handle the respective pay- 
ments. All trade between Italy and: 


Colombia will be paid for through this 
compensation account. 
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Gorman Firms To Build 
Foreign Plants 


After 2 years of negotiation, con- 
struction companies in North Rhine- 
Westphalia have concluded a contract 
with the Egyptian Government for erec- 
tion of steel plants in Assuan and Cairo. 
The plants will have an annual capac- 
ity of 160,000 tons of crude steel. 


The German enterprises participating 
in the contract are: Westdeutsche Ex- 
port-und Ingenieurbuero, Dr. Rohland 
KG., Dusseldorf; Ingenieurbuero Ober- 
baurat Block, Koeln; Rohstoffbetriebe 
der Vereinigten Stahlwerke G.m.b.H., 
Siegen; and Stahlbau und Ingenieurbu- 
ero G.m.b.H., Iserlohn. 


The machine construction factory of 
Buckau R. Wolf AG., Grevenbroich 
Neuss, has received a $4,000,000 order 
for erection of a complete sugar factory 
in Adapazar, Turkey. This plant will 
be capable of processing 1,800 metric 
tons of sugar beets daily. 


South Africa Lifts Controls 
On Textiles and Clothing 


Maximum price ceilings have been 
lifted in South Africa on the following 
consumer goods: Clothing; piece goods; 
“Manchester” goods and fancy napery 
(such as sheets, pillowcases, and table- 
cloths); blankets; and footwear. The 
action was announced by Notice No. 
1595 in the Government Gazette on 
July 11. 

Steady accumulation of inventories in 
recent months is understood to have 
prompted this action. The South African 
Minister of Economic Affairs said these 
suspensions were experimental and 
might be extended to other goods as 
they came into free supply. Originally 
instituted during World War II, price 
controls have been continued on nearly 
all classes of domestic and foreign 
goods. 

Reaction among businessmen to this 
decontrol move was favorable. Prevail- 
ing opinion was that the lifting of price 
controls will give the consumer a wider 
field of selection and may overcome the 
tendency to charge maximum prices for 
articles of inferior quality within the 
same class of goods. 


CHILE 


Pact With Sweden Extended 


The Chilean Government has agreed 
to the extension for 1 year of the com- 
mercial agreement concluded with Swe- 
den on May 28, 1950. The extension, 
which was made effective May 28, 1952, 
provides that Swedish products will re- 
ceive Chilean import duty treatment 
until May.28, 1953, as follows: 

Item No. 1180—Mechanical or chemical pulp, 
not colored, for the manufacture of paper, 


explosives. rayon: rendered useless for any 
other purposes; or waste of paper or cellu- 
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lose for the manufacture of paper or card- 
board, Chilean import duty: 5 pesos per 100 
gross kilograms. 

Item No. 1715-A—Paper suitable only for 
newspaper, magazine, or book publishing; 
or for any other publications exclusively for 
export: Duty free. 

Item No. 1904—Mechanical brushes, dust- 
ing apparatus, including replacement parts 
and accessories, not elsewhere specified, 
Chilean import duty: 3 pesos per gross 
kilogram. ; 


In addition, imports of item No. 1904 
pay a surtax of 20 percent instead of 
the 40 percent ordinarily assessed. 

These concessions apply to U. S. prod- 
ucts as a result of Chile’s membership 
in GATT. 

In return for these concessions, Swe- 
den permits the duty-free importation 
of Chilean nitrates. 


CUBA 


Free Entry Ruling Extended 


Import into Cuba of hatching eggs of 
domestic fowl free from consular fees 
and other duties and charges payable at 
customhouses except the gross sales tax 
has been extended until January 26, 
1953. This extension was effected by 
decree No. 2594, published in the Offi- 
cial Gazette of July 30. 

(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, Au- 
gust 28, 1950, p. 13, for former an- 
nouncement.) 


EGYPT 
Exports of Rice Crop Banned 


Shortage of water for irrigation 
purposes has caused the Egyptian Gov- 
ernment to allocate the smallest area 
in 10 years for rice production—365,- 
000 feddans (1 feddan=1.038 acres). 
The Minister of Supply has banned even 
those exports of rice called for under 
existing trade agreements. 

The Government normally requisitions 
roughly 50 percent of the rice crop, re- 
quiring the mills to process and hold it 
for Government export sales. This year 
the Government will not requisition rice 
but will allow it to go directly from 
the mills to local merchants. 


FRANCE 
New Hide & Skin Quotas for U.S. 


New quotas of 500 tons of raw horse- 
hides and 1,000 tons of raw calfskins 
for export from France to the United 
States were announced in the. Journal 
Officiel of July 24, 1952. 


GUATEMALA 
Trade Pact Planned With Italy 


By an exchange of notes dated July 
12 and 18, 1952, the Governments of 
Guatemala and Italy have agreed to 
organize and coordinate a plan for an 
exchange of goods valued at up to $1,- 
500,000 for an initial period of 1 year. 

In accepting the Italian proposal, 
Guatemala reserved the right to apply 





nondiscriminatory trade controls to pro- 
tect national industry and to delegate to 
an appropriate Guatemalan agency func- 
tions similar to those assigned to the 
Foreign Commerce Institute of Rome. 
The latter was designated by Italy as 
the agency responsible for working out 
details of the final agreement, 


INDIA 


Peace Treaty Signed With Japan 


A treaty of “perpetual peace and 
amity” between India and Japan was 
signed-in June 1952, 


The treaty provides for further ne- 
gotiations for the conclusion of treaties 
or agreements to govern the commer- 
cial relations between the two countries, 
Pending further negotiations the coun- 
tries have agreed to accord each other 
most-favored-nation treatment in air 
traffic rights and privileges, customs, 
imports, and exports. 


New Castor Oil Quotas 


India has allotted additional castor 
oil export quotas to established castor 
seed and castor oil shippers who have 
exported at least 75 percent of their 
1951-52 quotas. 

The new allocation, equal to 15 per- 
cent of basic exports, is in addition to 
the supplementary quota announced in 
1952 and will be valid until the end of 
September. 


INDONESIA 
Additional Export Duties Reduced 


Effective August 1 the Government 
of Indonesia reduced its additional ex- 
port duties as follows: Rubber, from 15 
to 10 percent (reduced from 25 to 15 
percent on June 1); copra, 25 to 15 
percent; palm oil and kernels, 15 to 
5 percent. 





Invoice To Show Kind of Payment 


The Indonesian Import Control Office 
has issued regulations requiring that 
invoices covering imports not under let- 
ters of credit must carry a notation 
that payment will be obtained by sight 
draft or long-term sight draft with the 
clause D/A (documents against accept- 
ance) or D/P (documents against pay- 
ment). Such notation should be placed 


in a prominent position at the top of 
the invoice, 


IRELAND 
Cotton-Yarn Imports Limited 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order imposing quantitative restrictions 
on imports of single-ply cotton yarns, 
the first quota period to begin on Au- 
gust 29, 1952. There is no indication of 
the quantity that will be admitted under 
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quota, but the measure is a protective 
one. It benefits two recently established 
companies that manufacture cotton 
yarns and conforms to the Government’s 
practice of restricting imports of prod- 
ucts similar to those produced in Ire- 
land and of preventing “dumping” from 
external sources affected by the present 
trade depression, particularly in the 
textile industries. 


Tomato Imports Restricted 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order prohibiting the importation of 
fresh tomatoes except under license for 
an indefinite period, effective July 24. 

The order is a protective méasure 
aimed at controlling imports of foreign- 
grown tomatoes during the domestic 
marketing season, which usually lasts 
3 to 4 months. 


Truck Quota Announced 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order establishing the initial quota pe- 
riod for imports of trucks and station 
wagons, importation of which has been 
restricted since May 27, 1952. During 
the first quota period, July 8-December 
31, licenses are to be issued for the im- 
portation of 40 vehicles from all coun- 
tries. 


It has been officially stated that the 
Government’s objective in restricting 
imports of these items was to assist 
further development of the domestic 
motor vehicle assembly industry. 


Abrasive Import Duties Reduced 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order reducing the duty payable on im- 
ports of abrasives under tariff reference 
No. 1/3, effective July 18, 1952. The 
full rate of duty applicable to imports 
from the United States and other non- 
Commonwealth countries, is reduced 
from 45 to 30 percent ad valorem, and 
the preferential rate applicable to im- 
ports from the United Kingdom and 
Canada, is reduced from 30 to 20 per- 
cent ad valorem. 


MALAYA 
Ban on Hard-Currency Oranges 


Issuance of licenses for direct import 
into Malaya of oranges from hard-cur- 
renecy sources has been suspended until 
further notice. The Singapore press re- 
ports that this suspension will be lifted 
in October or November, the end of the 
fruit season in soft-currency countries. 

There is a glut of both oranges and 
apples on the Singapore market at the 
present time, 





Restriction on Czech Cars Lifted 


The Malayain restriction on importa- 
tion of Czech passenger cars of 1,000 
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cu. cm. or under imposed last February 
has now been lifted. 

Imports of automobiles from Czecho- 
slovakia will now be licensed on the 
same basis as imports of passenger cars 
from other nonsterling soft-currency 
countries but will be restricted to 
100 percent of the value of such imports 
in 1951. 

In 1951 a total of 258 passenger and 
commercial vehicles valued at about 
US$274,000 were imported into Malaya 
from Czechoslovakia, all manufactured 
by SKODA, 


NETHERLANDS 
Trade Quotas Fixed With Finland 


A protocol to the trade agreement 





’ of May 30, 1951, between the Nether- 


lands and Finland signed at Helsinki 
on April 31, 1952, establishes new quota 
lists for the period April 1, 1952, to 
March 31, 1953, and permits trade 
valued at 140,000,000 guilders in each 
direction. (1 guilder=US$0.263.) 

In recent years Finland usually has 
exported more to the Netherlands than 
it has imported from that country. In 
1951 Finnish exports to the Nether- 
lands were valued at 174,600,000 guild- 
ers, whereas imports of Netherlands 
goods amounted to 160,200,000 guilders. 

A special provision in the new proto- 
col obligates both countries if possible 
to avoid settlement of unfavorable bal- 
ances by means of gold or dollars. 


PHILIPPINES 
Import Quotas Reduced 


Import quotas and regulations for 
August were announced on August 2 by 
the Philippine Import Control Commis- 
sion. All quotas were cut, apparently as 
a precautionary measure, pending final 
decision by the Central Bank regarding 
its reduction by $30,000,000 in foreign 
exchange made available for imports in 
the second half of 1952. 


Applications for import licenses are 
being received, according to the Com- 
mission, on the basis of 10 percent of 
the average 1949 importations for old 
importers of goods classified as con- 
trolled essential items of import, except 
certain specified items for which only 
5 percent is allowed. For items classified 
as controlled nonessentials, quotas of 
2% percent generally will be accepted, 
although for certain specified commod- 
ities 5 percent will be allowed old 
importers. Importers quafifying as 
producers will be permitted to import 
50 percent of the average value of li- 


censes granted during the first half of 
1952. 


License applications for imports of 
decontrolled commodities must be ac- 
companied by a specific and uncondi- 
tional bank certification that the cor- 
responding letter of credit will be 
opened promptly. Additionally, the ap- 
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plication must be accompanied by the 
firm offer of the foreign supplier 
specifying items and prices, which must 
tally with prices quoted in the applica- 
tion. The supplier must also furnish an 
affidavit to the effect that prices quoted 
in the firm offer do not include commis- 
sion and represent actual cost currently 
prevailing in the foreign market. 

The Commission further announced 
that applications from new importers 
and new producers would be accepted 
during August. 


Items Banned Importation 


Imports of slide fasteners, mounted 
zipper chains, and cotton weaving yarns 
into the Philippines were banned under 
provisions of an Executive Order issued 
August 8. 

The Import Control Commission re- 
cently recommended to the Philippine 
Cabinet the banning of these items, 
along with others suggested for re- 
stricted importation or banning. 


Import Licensing Restricted 


Applicants in the Philippines who 
previously obtained dollar allocations 
for imports th as distributors and 
producers will be allowed to apply for 
import license only as distributors or 
as producers, and not under both cate- 
gories. 

The riew policy has been adopted by 
the Import Control Commission as a 
further measure to conserve dollars in 
view of the $30,000,000 reduction in al- 


locations for imports during the second 
half of 1952. 


Cotton and Kraft Imports Limited 


Imports into the Philippines will be 
restricted on cotton grey goods, weav- 
ing yarns, bath and face towels, olive 
drab herringbone twills, and cotton 
knitted fabrics,. the Import Control 
Commission (ICC) announced on July 
11. 


The ICC had earlier announced a ban 
on imports of Kraft paper for wrapping 
effective June 19. In both cases, the 
announcements represented administra- 
tive actions, consisting of the Commis- 
sion’s refusal to issue licenses for the 
specified items for an indefinite period. 
Such actions are subject to modifica- 
tion at any time. For the present do- 
mestic production has been found by 
the control authorities to be adequate 
to meet demand. All of the textile 
articles except knitted goods are now 
produced by the government-owned mill 
operated by the National Development 
Company. 


Bans Recommended on Other Items 


The Import Control Commission re- 
cently recommended to the Philippine 
Cabinet banning imports of the follow- 
ing items: Slide fasteners, mounted zip- 
per chains, rice hullers, plastic combs, 
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British Passenger Car Shipments Rise; 
Exports to U. S. Increase 15 Percent 


United Kingdom exports of automo- 
biles to the United States were 15 per- 
cent greater in the first 6 months of 
1952 than in the corresponding period 
of last year, the 1952 shipments 
amounting to 13,223 cars as compared 
with 11,488 in the first half of last year. 

The Society of Motors Manufactur- 
ers and Traders, British automotive 
trade association, recently announced 
that figures for sales of British cars in 
the U. S. compiled for the first 4 months 
of 1952 showed an increase of 21 per- 
cent above sales during January through 
April 1951. 

British exports of cars in May and 
June were at the highest level since 
November 1948, as 3,055 cars were 
shipped i: May and 3,087 in June. 

Shipments of British cars to other na- 
tions, particularly to the oversea ster- 
ling area and Western Europe, have in- 
creased even more rapidly than ship- 
ments to the United States. 


U. K. Has New Domestic Quota 


The British Minister of Supply has 
announced a new domestic quota 
scheme for passenger cars under which 
the production quota for the local 
market would no longer be an estab- 





Cuban Sugar Growers 
Prompt Cost Study 


The Cuban Government is complet- 
ing a study of sugar production costs in 
order to determine whether the Cuban 
Sugarcane Growers are justified in their 
demands for a 55 percent rather than 
their current 48 percent share in the 
proceeds of the industry. Data were 
obtained from 116 of the 161 operating 
mills in Cuba. 

To supplement this study the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, in resolution No. 1, 
dated July 2, 1952, and published in the 
Official Gazette of July 18, has created 
a. commission to study the costs of 
"warehousing, handling, lighterage, and 
other facilities necessary to move sugar 
from mill warehouses to within reach of 
the ships’ tackle at each of the sugar 
ports of Cuba. 

This study is for the purpose of ob- 
taining accurate data for establishing 
the yearly general average sugar price 
at each sugar port and will include all 
transportation costs whether by rail- 
road, truck, or any type of transporta- 
tion by sea or river. 

The two investigations represent the 
first comprehensive effort to develop 
reliable cost data on the Cuban sugar 
industry since the investigation made 
by the United States Tariff Commission 
in 1931-33. 
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lished quantity but would be calculated 
as a proportion of output. 

The industry will seek to export not 
less than 80 percent of its output of 
passenger cars; 70 percent of light com- 
mercial vehicles and 50 percent of 
heavy commercial vehicles. 

At the present limited rate of 
production, the home market would 
thereby be provided with 90,000 passen- 
ger cars and 77,000 commercial ve- 
hicles. A substantial reduction is seen 
in the actual rate of deliveries to the 
home market, which, for passenger cars, 
has been running at the rate of more 
than 110,000 a year. 

The object of the change in the al- 
location of vehicles between the home 
and export market is to give motor 
manufacturers a greater incentive to 
export vehicles. The arrangement gives 
the industry more flexibility, though 
problems of competition from _ conti- 
nental producers is a continually grow- 
ing difficulty. 


African Rock Lobsters 
Have Good Market in U. S. 


The rock-lobster industry in the 
Union of South Africa has made sub- 
stantial progress in marketing its prod- 
ucts in the United States despite re- 
strictions since 1947 by the South 
African Government on exports of 
canned and frozen rock lobster for con- 
servation purposes. 

Imports of rock lobster from South 
Africa in 1951 totaled 6,836,000 pounds 
including 5,444,000 pounds of frozen and 
1,392,000 pounds of canned according to 
the U. S. Bureau of the Census. Imports 
in 1946 amounted to only 2,564,000 
pounds, all frozen. 

The total canned fish and shellfish 
pack in the Union of South Africa 
reached 44,533,000 pounds in the year 
ended October 31, 1951, of which approxi- 
mately 25,000,000 pounds were pilchards, 
10,000,00 pounds maasbankers, and 
6,300,000 pounds rock lobster. The total 
catch of pilchards and maasbankers was 
reported as 800,000,000 pounds. Data 
are not available on the catch of rock 
lobsters. al 

Domestic consumption of canned fish 
and shellfish during that year totaled 
about 19,540,000 pounds and exports 
were approximately 25,530,000 pounds. 
Exports of rock lobster were widely 
scattered throughout the world, more 
than one-fourth going to the United 
States. 

Exports of other canned fishery prod- 
ucts from South Africa totaling 20,794,- 
000 pounds in 1951 reflect the phenomi- 
nal growth of this segment of the in- 
dustry, as only 542,396 pounds were 
exported in 1946, 





Egypt's Oil Drilling 
Retarded; Runs Gain 


Egyptian petroleum production for 
the second quarter of 1952 proceeded at 
approximately the same tempo as dur- 
ing the first 3 months of the year and 
the corresponding quarter of 1951. 

Drilling slowed down greatly as a 
result of the decisions of Shell and 
Socony-Vacuum to cease exploration on 
the Sinai Peninsula. However, refinery 
runs for the period April-June probably 
were 5 to 10 percent above those for 
the first quarter of this year and at 
least 10 percent above the runs for the 
second quarter of 1951. Not only has the 
Anglo-Egyptian Oilfields, Ltd., operated 
its refinery at an increased rate, but 
the Government-owned refinery is now 
working at about 20 to 25 percent more 
crude intake than during the second 
quarter of 1951. 

No changes occurred in retail prices 
of petroleum products in Egypt during 
the second quarter, nor were there any 
changes in taxes or import duties on 
such products. The stock position of 
price-controlled products (kerosene, 
motor gasoline, gas oil, Diesel oil, and 
furnace fuel) was satisfactory at the 
end of the quarter. Imports during April 
and May indicated that, unless June 
imports were unusually heavy, those 
for the full quarter would be somewhat 
less than the first quarter or for the 
period April-June 1951. 

Consumption of kerosene and fuel oil 
probably was somewhat less in the sec- 
ond quarter than during the first, that 
of Diesel oil and gas oil about the 
same, and motor gasoline appreciably 
more. Consumption of motor gasoline, 
gas oil, and fuel oil was about the 
same as in the second quarter of 1951, 
Diesel oil 10 percent less, and kerosene 
approximately 10 percent more. 

At the end of the second quarter, the 
Government awarded the prospecting 
concession relinquished by the Stand- 
ard of New Jersey to the Societe Co- 
operative des Petroles, which plans to 


carry out an active prospecting pro- 


gram. The Societe hopes to receive a 
permit to operate the Wadi Feiran 
tract, on which oil has been found. 


World Nitrogen Production 
Set at 5,540,000 Met. Tons 


World production of nitrogen in the 
fiscal year 1952-53, excluding production 
of U.S.S.R., is estimated at 5,540,000 
metric tons by Aikman (London) Ltd. 
in its semiannual report on the industry. 

The breakdown by areas is as fol- 
lows: Europe and Egypt, 2,650,000 met- 
ric tons; North America, 1,960,000; 
South America, 320,000; and other 
countries, 610,000. It is estimated that 
825,000 tons will be used for industrial 
purposes, 
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Canada's Film Fare 90 Percent From U. S. 


Indications are that box-office re- 
ceipts of Canadian motion-picture the- 
aters, which have been _ increasing 
steadily since 1945, continued their up- 
ward trend during the first half of 1952, 
and trade sources expect gross receipts 
for the year will reach C$100,000,000 for 
the first time. 

About 90 percent of Canadian screen 
time is devoted to the exhibition of 
United States motion pictures, and 
about 90 percent of the box-office re- 
ceipts are derived from U. S. films, ac- 
cording to recent estimates. United 
States films are well received and are 
usually preferred to all others. Cer- 
tain outstanding British films do well, 
but they are exceptions rather than the 
rule. Only about three or four feature 





films are produced each year in Canada. 

Industry representatives are express- 
ing some doubts about prospects for 
1953 and later years, mainly because of 
the advent of Canadian television, 
scheduled for September 1952 when 
transmitters in Toronto and Montreal 
will go into operation. 

In the first half of 1952, 18 standard- 
type theaters and 11 “drive-ins”’ were 
opened, bringing the total number of 
theaters in operation to 1,867 standard 
35-mm. theaters and 89 drive-ins, ac- 
cording to the Canadian Film Weekly. 
The actual count may be slightly small- 
er as no account was taken of possible 
theater closings in 1952. It is also,re- 
ported that 41 theaters, 18 of which 
are drive-ins are under construction. 





Flue-Cured Acreage 
Reduced in Canada 


The acreage planted to flue-cured to- 
bacco in Canada has been drastically 
reduced. The probable acreage in flue- 
cured tobacco in 1952 will be 82,750 as 
compared with 111,300 acres in 1951. 
The estimated acreage planted to all 
types of tobacco—flue-cured, burley, 
dark, cigar, and pipe—is 88,850, as 
against 118,970 acres in 1951. 

The smaller acreage target for 1952 
was based upon the decrease in domestic 
requirements and prospects of smaller 
exports to the United Kingdom. 

With the dropping off in per capita 
consumption of cigarettes, some reduc- 
tion in stocks of leaf in the hands of 
Canadian manufacturers is desirable. 
Withdrawals of cigarettes for consump- 
tion in the first quarter of 1952 were 
20 percent below those of the first quar- 
ter of 1951. Withdrawals in the calendar 
year 1951 were 9 percent below 1950. 
Stocks of 174,000,000 pounds of flue- 
cured leaf on March 31, 1952, were 16 
percent larger than a year ago. 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
Austrian Vehicle Demand High 


The Austrian demand for motor vee 
hicles remains high, with preference as. 
in previous years running to low-priced, 
small vehicles with low fuel consump- 
tion and suited to Austrian roads. The 
most common transportation remains 
the motorcycle and, in cities, the motor 
scooter. 

Motor vehicle registration in Austria, 
as of October 31, 1951, totaled 59,422 
passenger cars (including 2,820 taxi- 
cabs), 50,220 trucks, 3,521 busses, and 
155,151 motorcycles and three-wheeled 
vehicles, compared with 51,314 passen- 
ger cars (including 2,861 taxicabs), 47,- 
518 trucks, 3,269 busses, and 139,035 
motorcycles and three-wheeled vehicles 
on October 31, 1950. 
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In the first 11 months of 1951 Austria 
exported 498 trucks, 40 busses, 32 
trailers, and 13,224 motorcycles, com- 
pared with 1,018 trucks, 44 busses, 18 
trailers, and 11,317 motorcycles in the 
full year of 1950. 


Imports in 1951 (with figures for 
1950 in parentheses) were as follows: 
7,136 (6,211) passenger cars, 1,124 (891) 
trucks, and 929 (1,203) motorcycles. 
The chief countries of supply for the 
passenger cars were: 1,121 (807) Czech- 
oslovakia, 1,649 (1,577) Germany, 2,399 
(1,907) Italy, 522 (593) France, 639 
(772) United Kingdom, and 695 (517) 
United States; trucks—29 (20) Czecho- 
slovakia, 639 (388) Germany, 50 (95) 
Italy, 60 (221) France, 269 (124) United 
Kingdom, 63 (0) ‘Netherlands, and 13 
(34) United States; motorcycles — 271 
(275) Czechoslovakia, 275 (638) Ger- 
many, 115 (28) Italy, 107 (21) Belgium, 
2 (177) France, and 155 (60) United 
Kingdom. 


Chile To Purchase New Busses 


The Government-owned Empresa Na- 
cional de Transports of Chile will pur- 
chase 200 trolley busses from France 
and 200 motor busses from the United 
Kingdom. Purchase of this new equip- 
ment has been under study for well 
over a year. 


Iraq To Buy British Busses 


The Baghdad Passenger Transport 
Service recently increased its capitali- 
zation from 500,000 to 1,000,000 dinars 
(1 dinar =US$2.80). 

The number of busses owned and 
operated by this service totals 250 units, 
of which 160 are in operation. All of 
the remaining busses are in various 
stages of maintenance and repair. 

The Development Board recently au- 
thorized a loan of 1,000,000 dinars which 
will be used to purchase in the United 
Kingdom 100 AEC busses at 7,500 
dinars each. Spare parts and acces- 
sories for these busses in the amount 
of 200,000 dinars also will be purchased. 
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CHEMICALS 
Argentina Imports Bichromates 


Annual requirements of bichromates 
are estimated at about 2,000,000 pounds 
of sodium bichromate and 320,000 
pounds of potassium bichromate. The 
tanning industry uses 80 percent and 
30 percent, repsectively, of these 
amounts. 

The United States was the principal 
supplier of bichromates to the Argen- 
tine market until 1947, a position it has 
never regained, chiefly because of the 
dollar shortage. 

Chromium chemicals are used princi- 
pally in Argentina by the important 
tanning industry. A small plant at- 
tempted to manufacture sodium bichro- 
mate during the first Five Year Plan, 
but was not successful. It now makes 
a small amount of chromic acid. 





Peru Exports Cube Root 


Peru’s ‘exports of dry cube root to- 
taled 1,238 metric tons, valued at 3,613,- 
345 soles, in 1951 (1951 rate for U. S. 
dollar exchange certificates averaged 
15.08 soles. The United States took all 
but 64 tons, which went to the United 
Kingdom. 

Exports of powdered root amounted 
to 994 tons, valued at 4,288,230 soles. 
U. S. purchased all but 26 tons, which 
also were shipped.to U. K. 


Tunisia Exporting Superphosphate 

Tunisia’s small but important ferti- 
lizer industry consists of three plants, 
one of which makes superphosphate for 
domestic use while the other two pro- 
duce for export. One of the latter 
makes hyperphosphate (finely ground 
phosphate rock) and the other manu- 
factures concentrated superphosphates. 

The newest and largest fertilizer fac- 
tory is the plant of Societe Industrielle 
d’Acide Phosphorique et  d’Engrais 
(SIAPE) at Sfax, which has an annual 
capacity of 90,000 tons of 42-per- 
cent concentrated superphosphate. The 
plant’s consumption of 200,000 tons of 
phosphate rock annually, and possibili- 
ties of increasing this amount, is a par- 
tial solution to the country’s difficulties 
in finding ways of utilizing this) ma- 
terial, which, largely because of over- 
sea transportation costs, has been 
forced out of the export market by 
rock of higher content. . 

The plant of Societe Algerienne de 
Produits Chimiques et d’Engrais 
(SAPCE) is most important to the 
country’s agriculture. It has an annual 
capacity of 60,000 metric tons of super- 
phosphate and meets the entire domes- 
tic demand for this product, which ac- 
counts for about 90 percent of total 
fertilizer consumption. The SAPCE 
plant is a branch of four fertilizer 
works, three of which are in Algeria. 
Formerly it was necessary for one of 
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the Algerian plants to supplement Tuni- 
sian domestic production of superphos- 
phate, but since completion of a postwar 
construction program the installation at 
Tunis can supply the amounts needed. 


The plant of Societe Tunisienne de 
l’Hyperphosphate Reno at Sfax has an 
annual capacity of 250,000 to 300,000 
tons, but the rate of production is 
geared to demand, which is considerably 
lower. Exports of hyperphosphate to- 
taled 143,500 tons in 1951, compared 
with 152,965 tons in 1950. Brazil was 
the leading buyer in 1951 and New 
Zealand in 1950. 


FOODSTUFFS 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease Notes 


Canada 


An official announcement by the 
Canadian Department of Agriculture is 
expected soon declaring Canada free of 
foot-and-mouth disease. In the absence 
of further evidence of the virus, all 
controls and restrictions of the Cana- 
dian Government resulting from the 
outbreak of the disease in Saskatche- 
wan in February 1952 will be termi- 
nated by that announcement, except for 
the embargo on imports of livestock 
and meat from the United States. 

No indication of foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease has been found within the quaran- 
tine area or buffer zone since May 3. 


Union of South Africa 


The Director of Veterinary Services 
of the Union of South Africa has re- 
quested that the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture give consideration to the 
withdrawal of any prohibitions on im- 
ports of animal and vegetable products 
from the Union. Prohibitions were 
placed on these products as a result 
of the 1951 outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease. The Director has indicated that 
the last cases of the disease occurred in 
the Transvaal in May 1951 and that 
the entire Union is now free of the dis- 
ease. 





France 


Reports from France indicate that 
new outbreaks of foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease have been occurring at an alarm- 
ing rate. More than 600,000 cattle were 
infected in the first half of 1952. 


Mexico 


The U. S. market was last open to 
Mexican cattle in 1947, when foot-and- 
mouth disease caused an embargo on 
imports. In that year, about 325,000 
head of cattle classified as over 200 
pounds and under 700 pounds entered 
the U. S. from Mexico. In 1945 and 
1946 the movement was 425,000 and 
438,000 head, respectively. 

As a result of the embargo, the num- 
ber of cattle south of the border has 
declined steadily, and 2 herds have been 
further reduced drastically by drought 
during the past 2 years. Should the 
U. S. embargo be lifted as is rumored in 


Mexico, it is believed that cattle exports 
to the U. S., mostly yearling steers, 
will be substantially below those in pre- 
quarantine years. 


Canning To Expand in Venezuela 


The Industrias Pampero of Venezuela 
will invest 2,200,000 bolivares ($660,000) 
for the construction of three new can- 
ning plants, one in: Maracay to process 
tomatoes and other local crops, one in 
Barquisimeto to process pineapples, and 
one in Maracaibo to process shrimp 
and fish. 

The plant at Ocumara del Tay will be 
expanded and new machinery installed 
so that shortly after the beginning of 
1953 Industrias Pampero will have four 
modern plants for preserving the prod- 
uce of the country. Local capital is in- 
vited to participate in construction of 
the plants. 

According to the Venezuelan press, 
Venezuela imports large quantities of 
canned foods from the Unitetd States, 
much of which could be produced lo- 
cally. 


Less Peruvian Sugar Indicated 


There are indications that Peruvian 
production of sugar in 1952 will be 
slightly below the 489,873 metric tons, 
produced in 1951. Production is esti- 
mated at about 475,000 tons. 

Exports of sugar from Peru in the 
first 4 months of 1952 totaled 95,355 
tons, as compared with 76,209 tons in 
the similar period of 1951. 

Chile was the leading customer in 
January-April, taking 63,542 tons, and 
Bolivia ranked second with 16,694 tons. 
In the corresponding period of 1951 
Chile took 34,385 tons, and Uruguay 
20,849 tons, and Bolivia was third with 
12,747 tons. The Netherlands dropped 
out of the Peruvian market in the first 
4 months (imports in 1951 amounted to 
8,124 tons), and Japan began buying, 
taking 1,953 tons, 


West German Sugar Stock Ample 


The Western Germany Sugar Trade 
Association reports that with an aver- 
age monthly consumption of 120,000 
metric tons of sugar in the Federal 
Republic of Germany from June through 
September, the sugar year beginning 
October 1 will open with stocks of 
150,000 to 200,000 tons on hand. 


The Association expects accordingly 
that present sugar stocks will be ade- 
quate, barring sudden wild purchases 
brought about by political tension or 
other causes, to meet the peak demand 
during the canning season. Later re- 
quirements will be met by the harvest 
beginning in October and if necessary 
by imports from Cuba and other foreign 
suppliers. 


Portugal Exports Less Canned Fish 
Portuguese production of canned fish 


in oil during the first 4 months of 1952 
totaled 207,704 cases as compared with 
157,016 cases in the comparable period 
of 1951. - 

Exports of canned fish in the first 
quarter totaled 6,604 tons (413,954 
cases), as against 10,311 tons (614,597 
cases) in the similar period of 1951. 

The United States was the largest 
consignee of anchovies in 1952, Italy of 
sardines and tuna, and Belgium of 
mackerel, 


Large Coffee Crop in Venezuela 


The Venezuelan Coffee Growers’ As- 
sociation estimates the 1952-53 harvest 
at 800,000 bags of 60 kilograms each, 
an increase of 60 percent over the 
500,000 bags produced in 1951-52. (Kilo- 
gram=2.2046 lb.) The principal factor 
in the increase was the unusually favor- 
able weather, 

The Coffee Growers’ Association re- 
ports some sales to Europe at $62 per 
50 kilograms f.o.b. La Guarra. It is 
offering further shipments at $64. 


Cuban Slaughter Laws Extended 


The Cuban _ prohibition against 
slaughter of beef cattle and distribu- 
tion or sale of meat in restaurants, 
clubs and hotels on Fridays has been 
extended to July 31, 1953. This exten- 
sion was effected by decree No. 2584, 
published in the Official Gazette of 
July 30. 


(See. Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 7, 1952, p. 20, for announcement of 
prohibition. ) 


Venezuela Sugar Mill Planned 


Sugar cane growers near El Tocuyo, 
Lara, Venezuela, have formed a com- 
pany capitalized at 200,000 bolivares 
for the purpose of purchasing and 
operating a second-hand sugar refinery 
being obtained in Puerto Rico. It is 
expected that when ready for operation 
this mill will represent an investment 
of 8,000,000 bolivares, 


The mill will have a grinding capacity 
of from 600 to 800 tons daily, but the 
plan is to install centrifuges and filters 
capable of handling 1,200 tons daily 
within 4 years. 


IRON AND STEEL 
German Plant Erected in S. A. 


The well-known German steel manu- 
facturer Bauer and Schaurte is erect- 
ing a $700,000 steel plant at Parys, 
Orange Free State, Union of South 
Africa. The buildings have been bought 
and about 80 percent of the machinery 
with a value of about $350,000 has ar- 
rived. 

The firm will concentrate on the 
manufacture of pure tempered steel 
and hopes eventually to supply all coun- 
tries in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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MACHINERY 
Austria Exporting Tractors 


Austria produced 7,062 tractors in 
1951, about 1,400 more than in 1950. Of 
the 1951 output about 3,314 were ex- 
ported. These tractors went to every 
continent. Italy, Argentina, and India, 
in that order, were the largest cus- 
tomers. 

Steyr-Daimler-Puch A.G., Austria’s 
principal producer, manufactures a 15- 
horsepower and a 30-horsepower model. 
Production in the first 5 months of 1952 
was 30 per cent greater than in the 
comparable period of 1951. 


MOTION PICTURES 


Panama To Have Drive-In Theater 


Announcement was made in July of 
the construction of Panama’s first 
drive-in motion-picture theater, which 
is being constructed in the outskirts of 
Panama City with local capital at a 
cost of approximately $175,000. It is 
expected to have a capacity for 636 
cars when completed in the fall of 1952. 








Paraguay Likes U. S. Films 


Paraguay has 24 permanent motion- 
picture theaters, 15 of which are locat- 
ed in Asuncion. Total seating capacity 
is estimated at 17,000, about 80 per cent 
in the capital. 

Despite the difference in language, 
United States films are much preferred 
over other imported films. Spanish cap- 
tions on the films are appreciated, but 
dubbed films are not especially popular. 
Adventure pictures and musical come- 
dies are well liked, and films in color 
are popular, 


Four motion-picture distributors are 
operating in Paraguay. The films they 
import are shown in the four first-run 
theaters in Asuncion and later in other 
theaters in Asuncion and in the interior 
towns. The usual program consists of 
two feature films. Newsreels and 
shorts are exhibited as they are avail- 
able. United States newsreels are sel- 
dom shown. Newsreels do not have 
sufficient appeal to be considered a good 
investment of limited foreign exchange. 

The only censorship is of pictures to 
be shown to children during morning 
and afternoon performances on Sundays 
and holidays. Most theaters hold Sun- 
day morning shows for children featur- 
ing shorts and comics, 


PULP AND PAPER 


Swedish Export Quotas for U. K. 


The Swedish press reports that the 
United Kingdom has established quotas 
for the second half of 1952 for imports 
of wood goods and paper and pulp from 
nondollar areas and principally Scandi- 
navia, The new quotas and the com- 
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parable quotas for the first half of the 
year are reported as follows: 


Wood pulp for Peek t46 manufacture—Previous 
quota first half ,000 f.0.b.; —— 
fixed for second half 982, £19, 800,000 ‘Lo 


Paper and paperboard—Previous 30 Soo om 


half 1952, £18,000,000 f.o.b. (or 000,000 
c.i.f.); quota fixed for second half 1952, £8,- 
760,000 c.i.f. 


In view of drastically reduced prices 
and the ability to ship that part of the 
first half year’s quota which was not 
used, it is believed that Swedish exports 
will not decline greatly in volume dur- 
ing the second half of this year. In the 
Swedish-British trade talks which took 
place in late June, British negotiators 
explained that their situation forced 
them to place greater restrictions on 
imports. The inclusion of the unused 
portion of the first half year’s quota in 
shipments during the second half of the 
year was conceded, however, as well as 
a specific quota for canned fruits and 
certain other items. 


Recent statistics on Swedish exports 
of pulp, paper, and board to the United 
Kingdom (including Northern Ireland) 
are shown (in Swedish crowns) in the 
following table: 
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First quarter 
’ , year 
destination 1951 1951 1952 
Thous. Thous. Thous. 
crowns* | crowns*| crowns* 

Wood Pulp: 

Total to all 

countries........ 2,620,182| 332,086 614,334 

United 

Kingdom........ 624,795 69,228 141,904 
Paperboard 
& wallboard: 

Total to all 

countries........ 185,978 32,450 33,398 

United 

Kingdom........ 78,512 12,356 6,123 
Paper ne . 
aper products: 
® P Total t to all 

countries........ 1,080,984} 185,081 257,540 

United 

Kingdom........ 271,161 44,739 34,999 








* 5.18 crowns equal $1.00 U. S. currency. 
RADIO AND TELEVISION 
TV Experiments in Basel Halted 


Experiments in television in Basel, 
Switzerland, have ceased because funds 
for the purpose have been exhausted. 
These experiments covered an 8-week 
period—24 telecasts of 105 minutes 
each. 


The Basel Broadcasting Cooperative 
announced on July 20 that, since the 
electorate of Basel had rejected on 
March 3 the proposal approved by the 
Basel Grand Council to finance TV ex- 
periments from the public exchequer, 
private financing had augmented the 
modest sums authorized by the Basel 
land cantonal council. Public interest 
in the telecasts was not great, accord- 
ing to the Cooperative. 


Cuban TV Imports Rise 


Cuba imported 7,652 television receiv- 
ers valued at $1,282,523 during the sec- 
ond quarter of 1952, as compared to 
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4,774 TV receivers valued at $833,590 
in the first quarter. This increase is in 
line with dealers’ prediction as report- 
ed in Foreign Commerce Weekly of 
June 23, 1952, p. 21. 

Cuban imports of radio receivers for 
the first half of 1952 totaled 47,443 
units valued at $875,038. 


India Extends Licensing Period 


A special concession was extended to 
enable owners of radio receivers in 
India to renew their old licenses or to 
obtain new ones before July 31, without 
paying surcharges. A drive against 
defaulters was launched on August 1. 


Displays at British Exposition 


More than 150 British manufacturers 
of radio, radar, and electronic equip- 
ment will display their products, and 
30 makers of TV equipment will put on 
a continuous demonstration of their 
newest receivers at the National Radio 
& Television Exposition at Earl’s Court, 
London, from August 26 through Sep- 
tember 6. British actors and actresses 
will produce live shows in a TV studio 


set up by the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. 


SOAP AND TOILETRIES 
W. Germany Market Low 


The consumer soap industry of the 
Federal Republic of Germany is under- 
going a period of considerable hardship, 
according to the Association of German 
Soap Manufacturers, with most pro- 
ducers making toilet and laundry soap 
at a loss. 

Although prices for fats and oils have 
‘increased about 20 percent, domestic 
prices for soap must be kept low to at- 
tract buyers and prevent an accumula- 
tion of stocks. The heavy concentration 
of processing plants in the Federal Re- 
public, which produces more soap than 
can be consumed there, and the loss of 
markets in Eastern Germany and East- 
ern Europe are other important factors. 

The industry produced 29,000 metric 
tons of toilet soap, 43,000 tons of 
laundry soap, 150,000 tons of soap 
powders, and 125,000 tons of cleansing 
agents in 1951. Total turn-over was be- 
tween 500,000,000 and 600,000,000 
Deutsche marks (1 DM=US$0.2384). 

Approximately 8,300 tons of toilet and 
laundry soap are being produced month- 
ly in 1952, compared with a normal out- 
put of 9,000 tons. Production of pow- 
dered soaps and cleansing agents is 
about 22,000 tons monthly, compared 
with a normal rate of 25,000 tons. 


TEXTILES 
Fiber Developed by Phrix 


The Phrix Works (Western German 
textile and synthetic fiber producers) 
announce that they Have developed a 
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synthetic fiber in addition to “Phrilon,” 
which was put on the’ German market 
recently. This new fiber, to appear on 
the market under the trade name of 
“Redon,” is manufactured by a dry- 
spinning process. Many of its qualities 
are reported to be similar to the U. S. 
fiber “Orlon” but Phrix maintains that 
its fiber is more versatile. Its special 
features are said to be high tensile 
strength and great fluffiness. 

Redon fiber can be dyed in the usual 
way or while being spun. Its color fast- 
ness is said to excel all other known 
synthetic fibers. Its manufacturers also 
state that Redon is able to withstand 
the damaging effects of chemical cleans- 
ing agents and that it is highly resistent 
to moisture and has a higher heat re- 
tention quality than wool. 


TOBACCO 
France Buys Largely From Europe 


Tobacco production in France in 1952 





may amount to 52,000 to 53,000 metric 
tons, according to an informal estimate 
by an official of the French Tobacco 
Monopoly. Up to July 10, 1952, the 
Monopoly had issued no official fore- 
cast of the 1952 crop. 

Imports of leaf tobacco into France 
in the first 5 months of 1952 totaled 
14,989 tons. Turkey, Greece, and Yugo- 
slavia were main sources, accounting 
for 5,500 tons, followed by Brazil, Co- 
lombia, and the Dominican Republic, 
2,650 tons. Only 682 tons originated in 
the United States. Hungary supplied 
458 tons and French African areas 
about 258 tons. The remainder came 
from a number countries. 

Following negotiations for contracts 
between the Irish and the French Gov- 
ernments, Irish cigarettes, of Virginian 
tobacco, under the trade name “Afton 
Major” are now on sale in France, The 
retail price is the same as for English 
brands, 200 francs per box of 20. (Legal 
exchange rate approximates 350 francs 
per US$1.00) 





Norway Offers Growing Automotive Market 


Norway in 1952 is expected to import 
more motor vehicles, particularly trucks 
and taxis, than in any other year since 
the war. 


It is anticipated that 4,856 passenger 
cars and 7,650 trucks will be brought 
into Norway from European Payments 
Union countries, East Germany, Pale- 
stine, and Czechoslovakia, and that 750 
taxicabs will be imported either from 
EPU countries or from the United 
States. 


Increased importation of trucks in 
1951, as compared with 1950 was made 
possible largely by Norway’s growing 
ability to finance a greater import and 
to» improve the national defense and 
transport economy. A continuance of 
this policy through 1952 seems assured, 


because trucks were placed on the 
OEEC’s free list as of June 1951. 
Although import licenses have . in- 


creased for passenger cars, the volume 
imported is not expected to satisfy con- 
sumer demand. 

United States and Canadian passen- 
ger cars are preferred because of their 
powerful motors, but the size of these 
cars, except those used as taxis in the 
cities, is less suited to Norwegian roads. 
Passenger cars (except those used as 
taxis, which are usually of U. S. make) 
have been, and apparently will continue 
to be imported from other countries. 


Registrations Increased 


Motor vehicle registration in Norway, 
as of January 1, 1952, included 69,493 
passenger cars; 55,440 trucks, of which 
1,100 were Diesel powered; 4,408 busses, 
of which 1,134 were Diesel powered; 
6,764 truck-trailers; and 27,017 motor- 
eycles and three-wheeled vehicles. By 
comparison, registrations one year ear- 
lier included 64,200 passenger cars, 48,- 


987 trucks, 4,263 busses, 5,200 truck- 
trailers, and 23,900 motorcycles and 
three-wheeled vehicles as of January 
1, 1951. 

Countries of origin of the January 1, 
1952, registration were as follows: Pas- 
senger cars—United States and Canada, 
44,200; Germany, 11,500; United King- 
dom, 5,500; France, 3,900; Italy, 2,240; 
and other countries, 2,103; trucks— 
United States and Canada, 35,800; Ger- 
many, 7,100; United Kingdom, 5,950; 
France, 2,650; Sweden, 2,500; Italy, 400; 


and other countries, 1,040; busses— 
United States and Canada, 1,850; 
Sweden, 1,480; Germany, 655; United 


Kingdom, 260; France, 125; and other 
countries, 40; motorcycles and three- 
wheeled vehicles — United States and 
Canada, approximately 4,053. 

As of January 1, 1952, the average 
age of passenger cars and busses was 
approximately 14 and 8 years, respec- 
tively. 

Higher Imports Permitted 

A relaxation of the Norwegian Gov- 
ernment’s policy as of 1951 on the re- 
striction of imports, particularly as con- 
cerns trucks and taxis, greatly alleviated 
the serious transportation problem. 

Norway's automotive imports in 1951, 
compared with 1950 figures in paren- 
theses, totaled 4,059 (1,543) passenger 
cars, 9,290 (2,192) trucks and busses, 
and 220 (16) motorcycles. In addition 
1,012 used passenger cars and 117 used 
trucks were imported in 1951. 

Countries of origin for 1951 imports 
of new and used passenger cars, trucks 
and busses (with figures for 1950 in 
parentheses) were as follows: United 
Kingdom, 4,733 (1,459); United States 
and Canada, 4,146 (688); West Ger- 
many, 3,125 (73); East Germany, 167; 
Sweden, 1,314 (396); France, 378 (1,- 





Trade Mark Infringements 
Reported from Munich 











Notice of applications to register the 
following trade-marks appeared in the 
June 30, 1952, issue of the Waren- 
zeichenblatt, official publication of the 
German Patent Office. Those listed 
below are suspected of infringing on 
identical or similar U: S. trade-marks. 
Opposition should be filed within 3 
months of the date of the above pub- 
lication. 

The trade-mark, applicant, and class 
of goods are as follows: 


Ultrasol—R. Graf & Co. Sueddeutsche 
Catgutfabrik, Nuernberg, Gleissbueblstr. 
16.—Surgical sutures, catgut, etc.; 
musical instrument strings; catgut 
boxes made of metal, glass, and plastics; 
pharmaceutical preparations; chemical 
products for medicinal and hygienic 
purposes; pharmaceutical drugs; ad- 
hesive plaster; bandages; insectides and 
weed killers; disinfectants; food pre- 
servatives; perfumery; cosmetics; es- 
sential oils; soaps; washing and bleach- 
ing preparations. 

Phoenix — Lindauer Strumpffabrik, 
Heinrich Kunert, Lindau (B).—Hosiery. 

Hercules — Fa. Hugo Timmerbeil, 
Schwelm (Westf.), Weissenburger Str. 
1.—Box and crate fasteners, staples, 
hinges, metal straps, screws, nuts; pack- 
ing equipment. 

Pionier—Schachenmayr, Mann & Cie., 
Salach (Wuertt.). — Yarns; hosiery; 
woven and knitted clothing. 


International—Fa. Otto Ebert, Ber- 
lin-Tempelhof, Gottlieb Dunkelstr.— 
Paper; cardboard; paper and cardboard 
products; raw and semifinished material 
for paper production. 





764); and other countries, 316 (194). 

Few licenses are granted for the im- 
portation of motorcycles because of the 
desire of the Norwegian Government to 
conserve foreign exchange and _ the 
ability of the domestic industry to 
produce a volume considered by the 
Norwegian Government to be accept- 
able. 


Vehicles, Equipment Produced 


In 1951 Norway produced 20 busses, 
including 7 Diesel powered units, of 
which the motors, gear-boxes, and 
clutches were imported from the United 
Kingdom. It manufactured 50 truck- 
trailers in 1951 as compared with 40 in 
1950. 

Norway is producing three-wheeled 
light-weight motorcycles for transporta- 
tion of goods and motorcycles having a 
cylinder volume of 123 cu. cm. and 150 
cu. em, of which the motors are im- 
ported. Two small factories, however, 
have started production of motors for 
bicycles, under a Danish patent, and an 
estimated 2,000 will be built during 
1952, 
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Mexican Railway Opens 
New Tourist Attraction 


The Mexican government-owned 
“Ferrocarril de Sureste” has opened up 
a territory advertised as a tourist para- 
dise with easy access to such attrac- 
tions as the ruins of the Maya culture 
at Palengue, Oxmal, and Chichen-Itza 
and to wild game, according to the Mex- 
ican press. 

The line, opened for traffic in May 
1950, with some improvements still to 
be completed, has its terminals in Coatz- 
coalcos and Campeche, a distance of 
739 kilometers (about 459 miles). It 
has been built through swamp land and 
over saturated subsoil, subterranean 
streams, wide and deep rivers, and 
mountainous terrain cut by deep can- 
yons. The region traversed by the line 
is tropical. Yearly rainfall varies from 
80 inches in the Campeche region to 
over 200 inches around Palengue. 


The Mexican Government, under 
President Aleman, upon completion of 
its term, will have invested 214 million 
pesos in the construction of this rail- 
road. Total investment since construc- 
tion began in 1934 amounts to 375 mil- 
lion pesos. 


New rails used generally are 60 to 80 
pounds in weight but in a few sections 
90-pound second-hand rails have been 
used. 


To connect various points and facili- 
tate transportation of construction ma- 
terial, many bridges were built of tim- 
ber on a temporary basis. These bridges 
are being replaced with permanent 
structures, 10 of which are expected 
to be completed by December 1952. 


Cargo Ship Augments North 
American-African Service 


The latest cargo ship to be added to 
the fleets plying between North Amer- 
ica and South and East Africa is the 
motor vessel Thorsgaard, the third of 
the Christensen Canadian South Afri- 
can Line’s ships to be put into service 
on the African run, 

The Thorsgaard sailed from Montreal 
in April on her maiden voyage to Africa 
and arrived in Mombasa on June 18, 
The vessel has a cargo capacity of 7,800 
deadweight tons and is 441’ 9” in over- 
all length. Cargo handling equipment 
for the five cargo holds is electrically: 
driven and reportedly includes derricks, 





to handle up to 30-ton loads. The vese| 


sel has 14,000 cubic feet of refrigerate 
storage space, divided into two cham 
bers equipped to deep-freeze cargo 


The Thorsgaard is reported to be 
capable of carrying up to 350 tons of 
perishables, offering exporters an op- 
portunity to ship fruit, vegetables, and 
meat to or from this area. It has deep 


tanks for the transportation of up to 
740 tons of vegetable oil. 


The vessel has first-class accommo- 
dations for 12 passengers in 4 single- 
berth cabins and 4 two-berth cabins. 


As Mombasa harbor’s cargo phasing 
scheme is in full operation and port 
congestion is gradually being elimi- 
nated, along with the extended berth- 
ing delays of the past, and as cargo 
is apparently ample for all of the 
numerous carriers between East Africa 
and North America, the Thorsgaard ap- 
pears to have initiated its South and 
East African Service at an opportune 
time. 


KLM Petition Proposes 
Habana-Amsterdam Service 


To compete with other carriers oper- 
ating out of Habana, Cuba, KLM (Royal 
Dutch Airlines) has filed a petition with 
the Cuban Government for permission 
to establish tourist service between 
Habana and Amsterdam via Montreal. 


By a resolution published in the of- 
ficial Gazette of July 8 tourist rates 
authorized by the Cuban Government 
are as follows: One-way Habana-Am- 
sterdam, $363.40; round trip in season, 
$664.70; round trip out of season, 
$595.70. 


In season is the period March 31- 
November 1 and out of season is No- 
vember 1-April 1. Passengers who travel 
in season one way and out of season 
the other shall pay the full in-season 
rate. If tourist service is used one way 
and first class the other a 10-percent 
discount from the first-class fare may 
be granted. 


Baggage allowance for “tourist” 
passengers is 20 kilograms, instead of 
the 30 kilograms allowed purchasers of 
first-class tickets; excess up to 30 kilo- 
grams shall be charged at the rate of 
1 percent of the first-class tariff and 
thereafter at one-half of 1 percent. 
Meals afe not furnished tourist passen- 
gers but are available for purchase. 

KLM officials state that the tourist 
rate represents a saving of roughly $100 
round trip from Habana to Amsterdam. 








Los Angeles in 1952 


Twenty-Sixth 
Annual Convention 


Plan now to attend! 
American Merchant Marine 
Conference 
and 
26th Annual Convention 
of 
The Propeller Club of the U. S. 


ee 
New Statler Hotel 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
October 6 to 11, 1952 
*** 
For complete information, write 
The Propeller Club of the U. S. 
17 Battery Pl., New York 4, N.Y. 











Caracas Constructing 
Two TV Stations 


Two television stations under con- 
struction in Caracas, the first in Vene- 
zuela, are expected to begin operating 
by the end of 1952. Broadcasts will 
cover the valleys of Caracas. 


The Ministry of Communications will 
open its station in November. RCA 
equipment is being installed. This tele- 
vision station will be administered by 
Radiodisfusora Nacional and will tele- 
vise only cultural and educational pro- 
grams. The station will not operate 
more than 6 hours daily. Government 
TV technicians have been trained in 
the United States. 

Television Venezolana S. A. plans to 
have its station ready by December or 
January. “Marconi” equipment pur- 
chased in London includes a mobile TV 
unit for covering sports events. Ameri- 
ean, British, and Mexican technicians 
are assisting with the installation. 

Other projects still in the study stage 
include: Two stations, one in Caracas 
and one in Maracaibo, and two stations 
in Maracaibo to be operated as a part 
of Radio Popular and Ondas del Lago, 
respectively, of that city. 





Venezuelan Firm To Build Four Freighters 


The Compania Venezolana de Nave- 


‘gacion of Venezuela recently signed a 


formal contract for the construction of 
four freight-passenger vessels costing 


‘approximately $6,680,000. 


The vessels are to be constructed by 
member firms of the Netherlands ship- 


a maximum temperature of minus 20° [building group (Industrial and Com- 
{ 


C. (-4° F.). 
August 18, 1952 


ercial Combination of Holland). The 


first ship is scheduled for delivery 
within 2 years from the date of signing 
of the contract, and the other vessels 
at successive 3-month intervals. 

Each vessel is to be 4,500 deadweight 
tons and have 305,000 cubic feet of 
carrying capacity, of which 15,000 cubic 
feet is to be refrigerated. Each will 
accommodate 12 passengers. 








TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Tanganyika's Highway 
Program Progressing 


Extensive plans are under way in 
Tanganyika for the improvement of 
the country’s highways at a total cost 
of about £6,250,000. The budget for 1952 
calls for spending £40 a mile to main- 
tain 6,000 miles of road. 

Satisfactory progress is being made 
on a two-lane, hard-surfaced road con- 
necting Arusha with some of the more 
important rural sections. Mining and 
agricultural areas are expected to be 
@asily accessible to the cities within 
the next few years. Eventually four 
separate trunk roads will run north 
and south. 

At present 504 miles are hard-sur- 
faced roads, 6,113 miles are improved 
soil, 10,923 miles are secondary soil, 
and 8,321 miles are not suitable for 
motor-vehicle traffic. When the first 
phase of construction is completed, an 
additional 340 miles will be first-class 
hard-surfaced roads and about 250 
miles will be secondary gravel roads. 


Peru Creates Port Authority 


The Port Authority of Callao was 
created as a semiautonomous entity by 
the Peruvian Government in a Supreme 
Decree dated May 26 and published in 
El Peruano on July 17, 1952. 

The agency is responsible to the Min- 
istry of Finance and Commerce. It has 
authority over port installations and 
personnel and is provided with the 
power to set and collect duties for its 
services. 

Subject to special authorization, the 
authority may contract loans and pro- 
vide for their servicing. It is specifically 
charged with repayment of the capital 
and interest of the $2,500,000 loan re- 
cently received from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. The authority was established in 
fulfillment of a provision of the loan 
agreement. 


Saar Has New Radio Law 


The Saar’s new radio law calls for 
the establishment of a radio-television 
corporation,control of which will be 70 
percent in Saar hands and 30 percent 
in French. 

The corporation’s council will consist 
of seven citizens of the Saar and four 
citizens of France. Appropriate airtime 
will be provided for the government of 
the Saar and for the representatives of 
France in the Saar. The French norm 
will be used for television transmissions. 

The new law replaces the Radio Stat- 
ute promulgated in December 1947 by 
the French Military Governor. 











PRODUCTION of peat moss in the 
Federal Republic of Germany increased 
to 1,125,615 bales of 75 kilograms each 
in the fourth quarter of 1951 from 842,- 
032 bales in the third quarter. 








OIT Investigations. 
Deputy Retires 


Edward P. Guinane has retired 
as deputy director of the Investi- 
gation Staff, Office of Internation- 
al Trade, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, after 32 years of Gov- 
ernment service. 


Since May 1948, when he joined 
OIT and recruited and organized 
the present Investigation Staff, he 
not only has been responsible for 
investigating hundreds of export 
control violations, but also has 
been successful in stopping nu- 
merous transshipments of United 
States strategic goods behind the 
Iron Curtain. 


One of his most notable achieve- 
ments was to keep three paving 
machines, valued at $94,400 and 
licensed for export to Switzerland, 
from being illegally reexported 
to Hungary for use in the con- 
struction of heavy-duty airstrips. 
The pavers, which had already 
left Switzerland for Hungary, 
were seized at Salzburg, Austria. 





. Castellaccio, 








British Ministry Conducts 
Helicopter Test Flights 


Experimental helicopter flights to the 
Festival of Britain site on the South 
Bank of the Thames in London are be- 
ing sponsored by the British Ministry of 
Civil Aviation. 

Objects of the flights are to explore 
the practicability of the area and the 
suitability of various approaches over 
the river; to test various take-off and 
landing techniques at a site in a built 
up area; and to make measurements of 
noise on the site, and in and around 
the buildings nearby. 

The flights will be made by Bristol 
171 and Sikorsky $51 helicopters of the 
British European Airways Helicopter 
Experimental Unit. The helicopters will 
be deliberately brought over various 
sound measuring points, and thus the 
patterns and heights which will be flown 
are not necessarily those to be flown 
in the future by twin-engined helicop- 
ters if they use the South Bank site as 
an airstop. 





New Telephone Exchange 
Opened at Zagazig, Egypt 


A new 2,000 automatic telephone ex- 
change was opened at Zagazig on July 
10 by the Inspector General of the 
Egyptian State Telegraphs and Tele- 
phones Administration. 

This exchange will supplement exist- 
ing telephone communications in that 
city and is a further step in installing 
modern telephone service throughout 
Egypt. 


Italy Sets Up New Radio 


Communication Center 


Italian Government officials have 
inaugurated a maritime radio center 
(Centro Radiomarittimo) in Genoa 
which can receive and transmit long- 
distance ship-shore telephone and tele- 
graph messages. 

The center is composed of a trans- 
mitting station at Castellaccio, Genoa 
(Castelletto Ward), and a_ receiving 
station at Villa Quartara, Genoa- 
Quarto. The transmitting station is 
equipped with two medium-wave and 
five short-wave installations for tele- 
phone and telegraph communications 
and has two 80-meter iron towers. The 
receiving station is equipped with two 
60-meter steel towers and has 12 aerials 
and 9 receivers for telephone and teie- 
graph communications, 

The service is performed at the Villa 
Quartara station by duplex telegraph 
and telephone communications. This 
station is connected by an underground 
cable with the transmitting station at 
the Genoa central tele- 
graph office and its teletypewriting ma- 
chine, as well as with the State tele- 
phone central station in Genoa and the 
city telephone net of Genoa. 

The center was built at a cost of 
more than 100,000,000 lire (625 lire= 
US$1). 





Change in Air Rates from 
Thailand to Foreign Points 


New one-way rates for passenger 
travel from Bangkok to the following 
points covered by the Thai Airways Co., 
Ltd., became effective as of July 16: 





Baht 

From Bangkok to: Baht‘ (former rate) 
.. .) 2 Saree 3,735 4,200 
EE, Satiteementaididoviens 2,245 2,420 
Penang. .............. ww _ 800 875 
SimWapPoree  .........ceccecseces 1,020 1,200 
Se ae 1,350 1,600 


41 baht—US$0.08. 

These reductions are said to have 
been made possible as a result of 
strengthening of the baht in the world 
exchange market. Freight rates of the 
airline remain unchanged for the pres- 
ent, with no announced intention of re- 
ducing them. 





Italian and Swiss Airlines 


Operate Joint Services 


The Italian Airline Linee Aeree 
Italiane, S. A. (LAI), in which TWA 
holds a 40 percent interest, has initiated 
air services on the route Rome-Nice- 
Geneva. Three 1-day round trips per 
week are flown. Swissair (U. S. line) 
operates three similar flights a week 
on the same route. LAI uses a DC-3 
aircraft and Swissair uses a Convair 
240. 

The service is operated under an ar- 
rangemekt known as a “local pool.” 
Each line acts as agent for the other 
for ticketing, and like services, and 
gross receipts are shared. 
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Aluminum Products 
Assigned Quotas 


Third-quarter export quotas have 
been established for the following alumi- 
num commodities: Door and window 
sash, sections, frames, and other con- 
struction materials (Schedule B Nos. 
618984 and 618987), 650,000 pounds; 
welding rods and electrodes (Schedule 
B No. 619039), 55,000 pounds; woven 
wire insect screen cloth (Schedule B 
No. 619052), 20,000 pounds; corrugated 
sheets (Schedule B No. 630301), 3,250,- 
000 pounds; and farm-type irrigation 
systems and parts (Schedule B No. 
787005), 1,000,000 pounds (aluminum 
content). 

With the exception of the quota for 
aluminum welding rods and electrodes, 
which is equivalent to the amount 
available for export in the second quar- 
ter, the third-quarter quotas are higher 
than those for the preceding quarter. 
For aluminum door and window sash 
and other construction materials, the 
new quota is 400,000 pounds higher; for 
woven wire insect screen cloth, 10,000 
pounds higher; for corrugated sheets, 
1,750,000 pounds higher;-and for farm- 
type irrigation systems, 500,000 pounds 
higher. The increases reflect the easier 
aluminum supply situation. 

Aluminum venetian blind = stock 
(Schedule B No. 618992), which was un- 
der a 500,000-pound export quota in 
the second quarter, now is being licensed 
on an “open-end” basis, without a 
specific quantitative export quota. 
Manufactured venetian blinds were 
placed under “open-end” licensing in 
the second quarter. (CEB-675; OIT- 
1051, August 7, 1952.) 





PHOSPHATE rock mines at Ruseifa 
Jordan, continued production on a mod- 
est scale of 200 metric tons daily in the 
first half of 1952. However, a rail strike 
during May caused the loss of a con- 


‘tract with a Netherlands firm. 





Destination Control 
Order Explained 


Some months after the destina- 
tion control procedure became ef- 
fective last year (Sect. 381.4 (c), 
(d), (e), of the Comprehensive 
Export Shedule) it developed that 
there was sufficient non-compli- 
ance with the order to limit its 
effectiveness. 


Accordingly all organizations 
concerned with export trade were 
circularized with a request to re- 
mind.their memberships of the 
importance of familiarizing them- 
selves with the provisions of the 
destination control procedure. The 
regulation requires a statement of 
destination and a_ prohibition 
against diversion to be placed on 
all copies of the Shipper’s Export 
Declaration and also on all copies 
of commercial invoices and bills 
of lading. 

This regulation is applicable to 
exports of Positive List items 
whether made under validated or 
general license and all shipments 
under validated license whether or 
not the commodity is on the Pos- 
itive List. This statement serves 
to notify all foreign persons re- 
ceiving or handling such docu- 
ments of the ultimate destination 
licensed by the United States and 
the. prohibition against diversions 
to unauthorized destinations. 

Compliance with the order is 
steadily improving. As a result 
OIT is receiving increasing evi- 
dence of the effect of the warning 
against diversion in preventing 
proposed transshipments. 











THE BRITISH plastics industry has 
expanded rapidly in the war and post- 
war years. New installations are sched- 
uled to increase production capacity to 
340,000 long tons by the end of 1952. 
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Trade Controls . 


(Continued from Page 15) 

tooth brushes, cotton weaving yarns, 
pianos, pedal-operated organs, and vari- 
ous athletic goods for baseball, softball, 
basketball, and volleyball. Final action 
will depend upon the Cabinet’s recom- 
mendation to the President, 

The Commission based its recom- 
mendations upon findings that actual 


‘and potential domestic production 'was 


sufficient to meet requirements at qual- 
ities and prices comparable with im- 
ported products. 


SWITZERLAND 
Use of Nickel Further Restricted 


The use of nickel and nickel alloys in 
Switzerland has been further restricted 
by a decree- of the Federal Council ef- 
fective July 10. 

Previously controls limited consump- 
tion of crude nickel oniy. Consumption 
controls now extend to all forms of 
nickel and its alloys. Imports are con- 
trolled and purchase and delivery are 
subject to permits issued by the War 
Office of Industry and Labor. Consump- 
tion is controlled quantitatively by 
quota and qualitatively by permit. 

Records covering stocks, purchases, 
and consumption must be maintained 
and may be periodically inspected by 
Swiss authorities. 


VENEZUELA 
Egg and Chick Imports Licensed 


The importation into Venezuela of 
hatching eggs and baby chicks has 
been made subject to prior import li- 
cense issued by the Ministry of Develop- 
ment, effective August 1. Shipments 
covered by consular invoices bearing 
the date of August 1 or earlier will 








mot be subject to this regulation. 


Hatching eggs, as well as poultry, are 
already subject to prior license require- 
ments of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Livestock (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 9, 1946, p. 41, and 
July 3, 1950, p. 40). 





THE NATIONAL Chemical Labora- 
tory at Poona, India, is conducting ex- 
periments with ethyl alcohol as the 
starting point of an organic chemical 
industry. Very few organic chemicals 
are produced in India, although large 
quantities of alcohol are available from 
the sugar industry. 





IRELAND imported 13,702 hundred- 
weight of gelatin, valued at £278,362, in 
1951, and 3,263 hundredweight, worth 
£81,600 in the first quarter of 1952. 
(1 hundredweight=112 pounds). 

Imports of glue and size totaled 7,245 
hundredweight, valued at £64,063, in 
1951 and 1,689 hundredweight, amount- 
ing to £10,378 in the first quarter of 
1952. 
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Fourth Quarter 


Quota Raised on 


Copper Refined from Foreign Ores 


A fourth-quarter export quota of 45,- 
000 short tons has been set by the Of- 
fice of International Trade, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, for refined cop- 
per produced from foreign ores and con- 
centrates. Fourth-quarter export quotas 
also have been established for copper 
and copper base alloy scrap and copper 
base alloy ingots, 


The refinied copper quota includes 
cathodes, billets, ingots, wire bars, and 
other crude forms (Schedule B. No. 
641200) that are not covered by the 
Controlled Materials Plan. 


In addition to this quota for exports 
of refined copper produced from foreign 
ores and concentrates, OIT will license 
a small quantity of copper refinery 
shapes produced from domestic ores 
(also included in Schedule B. No. 
641200). Licenses for such exports will 
be granted only to exporters who nor- 
mally deal in domestically produced 
copper. 

To enable OIT to differentiate be- 
tween copper refinery shapes made from 
foreign ores and those made from 
domestic ores, exporters are required to 
indicate on their license applications the 
origin .of the ores used to produce the 
refined copper which they wish to ex- 
port. 

In previous quarters, the export 
quotas for refined copper covered shapes 
and forms made from domestic as well 
as foreign ores. However, most of the 
refined copper exported against the 
quotas was made from foreign ores. 
The fourth-quarter 45,000-ton quota for 
refined copper produced from ores of 
foreign origin, compared with the third- 
quarter quota of 12,000 tons for refined 
copper made from both foreign and 
domestic ores, therefore will permit a 
substantial increase in exports. 


Timetable Licensing Lifted 


Exporters of refined copper also will 
have greater flexibility in handling ex- 
port transactions as a result of the re- 


moval of this material from “timetable 
licensing.” Applications for licenses to 
export refined copper now may be filed 
at any time instead of in a specified pe- 
riod in each quarter. 


However, “timetable licensing” con- 
tinues in effect for copper and copper 
base alloy scrap and copper base alloy 
ingots (Schedule B Nos. 641300, 644000, 
and 644100). All fourth-quarter export- 
license applications for these com- 
modities must be filed in the period 
September 1-15. 


The fourth-quarter export quota for 
copper and copper base alloy scrap (ex- 
cept No. 1 copper scrap and brass mill 
scrap) has been set at 3,000 short tons, 
and for copper base alloy ingots at 650 
short tons. Equivalent quantities were 
made available for exports in the third 
quarter. (CEB-675; OIT-1051, August 
T, 1952). 





Uganda's Main Roads To 
Have Bituminous Surfaces 


Uganda plans to provide bituminous 
surfaces for nearly all of its main roads 
carrying heavy, fast traffic. 

A black-top road extending from En- 
tebbe to the Kenya boundary (near 
Busia) via Kampala, Jinja, and Iganga 
is scheduled for the near future, and 
approximately 350 miles of other main 
roads are to be similarly improved later. 
The Government plans also to resume 
work soon on the 100-mile stretch of 
road between Kampala and Mubendo. 


Highway engineering presents little 
or no difficulty beyond the crossing of 
the numerous papyrus swamps in nearly 
all Provinces, 

Of the estimated 8,643 miles of roads 
in Uganda, 2,500 miles are maintained 
by the Public Works Department and 
7,450 miles are regarded as suitable for 
motor-vehicle traffic. It is possible to 
travel by automobile in all seasons over 
nearly all of Uganda. 


\ 





Exporters Will Benefit 


From Use of New Form 

A new form (IT-743-A) has 
been issued by OIT for use by ex- 
porters in making inquiries on the 
status of pending export license 
applications. The form provides 
space for uniform and complete 
presentation by the applicant of 
information needed to handle 
status checks promptly. In addi- 
tion, it provides space for OIT’s 
reply. 

Among the principal advantages 
to be derived from the use of the 
form will be the elimination of 
many form letters now used in re- 
plying to status inquiries and the 
necessity for referring such inquir- 
ies back to exporters for further 


details. 
The new form is available at 
all Department of Commerce 


Field Offices as well as from OIT 
in Washington. 











Pen and Pencil Exports 
Resumed to Hong Kong 


It is now possible to license limited 
quantities of fountain pens and mech- 
anical pencils for export to Hong Kong, 
to meet short-term requirements of that 
British colony. 

Except for a few samples, no fountain 
pens and mechanical pencils have been 
licensed for export to Hong Kong since 
early 1951, when it was discovered that 
pens and pencils had found their way 
into Communist China and were being 
used there to reward persons working 
against U. S. interests. 

As this condition no longer exists, 
OIT does not consider it necessary to 
continue the present stringent licensing 
policy for fountain pens and mechanical 
pencils. 

It was emphasized, however, that ex- 
ports of fountain pens and mechanical 
pencils to Hong Kong will be limited to 
the colony’s short-term requirements. 
This licensing policy already is in effect 
for exports of many other commodities 
to Hong Kong. (OIT-1052, August 8, 
1952.) 
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